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Don’t forget to  
stay in touch
Keeping in contact grows Freemasonry  
and reinforces friendship.

It makes the evening special, and it 
gives the Worshipful Master some-
thing to talk about in General 
Business!

However, it should nudge our con-
sciences if we have not contacted that 
brother since he last came to lodge. It is 
so easy for us to say, ‘Well, that’s the 
duty of the Caring Officer.’ True, but it 
really avoids the issue: it is the duty of 
all of us to maintain contact with all the 
brethren in our lodge. The Order of the 
Secret Monitor goes a good way toward 
this ideal with the concept of Visiting 
Deacons but nevertheless it is the duty 
of all of us.

This photo features the Grand Master, 
the Immediate Past Grand Master, MW 
Bro Tony Lauer PGM and his grand-
daughter. The Grand Master reports that 
MW Bro Lauer was very happy to be in 
the company of his fellow Grand Masters.

We are not all going to become Past 
Grand Masters, but the point is that in our 
lodges and districts we need to exhibit 
the same concern for our absent brethren.

In this issue of the Freemason we 
have some particularly interesting 
stories and I suggest that you turn to  
the following:

 R The celebration of our Past Grand 
Master’s efforts, page 8;

 R How your Grand Charity works,  
page 14;

 R Recipients of Queens’ Birthday 
honours, page 16; and

 R Keeping in good health whatever 
your age, page 27.

Finally, any brethren who wish  
to attend the New Zealand Grand 
Installation are warmly invited to  
do so, the details of which can be  
found below.

By RW Bro Richard DawesEditorial

L–R: MW Bro Derek Robson, MW Bro 
Les Hicks and MW Bro Tony Lauer 
accompanied by his granddaughter 
Lyndal Lauer.

MW Bro Graham Wrigley, Grand Master,  
warmly invites Freemasons and their partners to…

THE GRAND INSTALLATION
...of RW Bro James Watt, Deputy Grand Master  
as Grand Master, and the investiture of his Officers.

Wellington, New Zealand, 11–13 NOVEMBER 2022

More information and reservation instructions can be found at:  
freemasonsnz.org/2022-grand-installation-and-communication

https://freemasonsnz.org/2022-grand-installation-and-communication


Quarterly communication

Our Grand Master’s Disaster 
Relief Appeal is still open for 
donations and any help that 
you or your lodge may be 

able to give is always gratefully received.  
Donate via our website.

I thank all those Districts, lodges and 
individuals who have kindly donated to 
the Appeal, and I thank the brethren 
from our sister jurisdictions who have 
also made very generous donations. The 
Appeal will close off on 25 September 
and the final distribution of funds will 
be made to specially chosen frontline 
charities that have worked so hard over 
the past weeks to support the people 
within their community. 

Brethren, the damage created by the floods last March is still, to this day, taking its toll on 
the people and businesses up and down the east coast of NSW. In many communities the 
continuing rain is still hampering recovery efforts and the compounding damage is making 
things increasingly difficult for those involved. 

Grand Treasurer has been busy provid-
ing information, guidance and reassur-
ance to lodges that complying will be  
a simple process for those that may  
be affected. His team will provide any 
assistance that may be required, and 
regular informative Zoom meetings  
will continue as needed.

You will also have noticed some 
advances in the presentation of the 
Grand Master’s Newsletter with the 
addition of small video snippets and live 
links which now give the newsletter a 
more modern and interactive approach. 
I thank Bro Simon Pierce, VW Bro Joe 
Corrigan, RW Bro Richard Dawes, and 
his wife Rosemary for their assistance 
in what has now become an essential 
source of communication for our 
jurisdiction.

The recent introduction of modern 
and innovative technology will assist 
our Secretariat staff to look toward the 
future with confidence. With this in 
mind, I would now like us all to look at 
the standard of our ceremonial work, to 
look toward the future, to expand and 
refine our growth and expectations 
from a ceremonial perspective.

It is important for our future that  
we consistently produce masonically 
educated and well qualified masons 
who can confidently and professionally 
perform the role of Grand Steward, and 
act as Grand Director of Ceremonies 
when called upon. 

As we now move into the second half 
of 2022, we are progressing well with the 
technology upgrades to both our man-
agement system and the website, and,  
of course, we are aware that there is still 
much to do. Over the next few weeks our 
new MAS, Affiliate and new Member 
application forms will be finalised and 
undergoing the necessary trialling.  
The introduced technology will continue 
transforming our administration depart-
ment into an exciting, modern, efficient 
workshop that is dedicated to supporting 
our membership. I thank the Grand 
Secretary and his team for their under-
standing and support during what has 
been a difficult and strenuous exercise. 
We are now moving into what will be an 
exciting period for this jurisdiction and 
the future looks bright. 

As we move into this new era of 
communication, our Board of 
Management, MasoniCare Board, 
Finance and Audit, our Freemason 
Magazine Editorial Committee, and all 
members will benefit greatly from the 
recent upgrades. No doubt our lodges 
and brethren have also done their bit by 
offering advice and support as we 
implement these exciting new changes 
and I thank you all for your tolerance 
and support as we create a smarter and 
more effective future for our Craft.

The new technology will also assist 
with new taxation requirements that 
will come into play on 1 July 2023. Our 

JUNE  
COMMUNICATION

OUR NEXT
COMMUNICATION 
The next Grand Lodge Quarterly 
Communication and dinner will  
be held at the Sydney Masonic 

Centre on WEDNESDAY  
14 September 2022 at 7:30pm.

The Communication is open  
to all members of Grand Lodge,  

which includes all Master Masons. 
Other brethren are invited to 

attend as observers.

By MW Bro Les Hicks, Grand Master
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It is most important that the Grand 
Lodge provides strong ceremonial support 
directly to our lodges in order to assist 
them in providing quality, well-structured 
installations, district meetings and other 
special and unique events. 

I believe that strong Ceremonial 
acumen can and should come from 
grass roots. Each lodge should strive to 
be an exemplar not just for the installa-
tion of a new Worshipful Master but 
also to their new initiates and at their 
regular masonic meetings. 

To assist us reach these goals, I have 
invited RW Bro Khris Albano and RW 
Bro Arnel Landicho to work with our 
new Grand Director of Ceremonies and 
his team to provide Grand Steward and 
Grand Director training throughout this 
jurisdiction, beginning September. This 
assistance will be provided to all who 
want to take part, and I encourage each 
lodge to get involved. In conjunction 
with this I have also asked RW Bro  
Paul Schultz, from our Grand Lodge 
Demonstration Team, to provide several 
brethren from that group to work with 
the Grand Director and his team as they 
take quality instruction and support to 
the four corners of this jurisdiction. 

Using our new technology and in 
conjunction with the recent training 
sessions offered by RW Bro Chris Craven 
to our lodge secretaries, it is our inten-
tion also to offer online guidance and 

follow up support for this ceremonial 
training. I encourage you all to get 
behind these special training sessions. 
The Grand Secretary can assist with 
organising dates and times for those who 
choose to get involved and our team will 
come to you, providing your group with 
quality instruction and advice. 

I note that we have just recently 
conducted a very successful training 
and information session in Newcastle 
and I congratulate all those that were in 
attendance. I thank RW Bro Peter Frame 
PAGM for inviting RW Bro Landicho and 
his team along to what was a wonderful 
and informative afternoon.

As these events progress throughout 
the jurisdiction, it is envisaged that 
some brethren may have ambition to 
become Grand Stewards in their own 
right, and for those brethren, this train-
ing course will provide structured direc-
tion for their future aspirations. 

Brethren, the members of this train-
ing and instructional team gladly offer 
their time, knowledge, and energy, but  
it starts with you, and it is up to you.  
I encourage your lodge, your District  
or even your Region to get behind this 
initiative and organise a training session 
in your area. Get involved, this will be a 
lot of fun, we will all learn something 
and perhaps the day could conclude 
with an enjoyable social event with  
our partners and friends.

Brethren: To have ‘lived respected, 
and died regretted,’ is the ultimate aim 
of all Freemasons. It is always sad when 
the Grand Master is called upon to 
acknowledge the passing of a brother to 
the Grand Lodge above, and it is impor-
tant to acknowledge special service 
given by such brethren. 

Tonight, I ask that we all remember 
the following brethren:

 R RW Bro John Charles Goodchild 
PDGM (11 December 2021)

 R RW Bro Matthew Singleton  
(18 March 2022)

 R RW Bro Richard Ford PAGM  
(2 April 2022)

 R RW Bro Peter Bindon PAGM  
(2 April 2022)

 R RW Bro Dr Frank Radcliff PDGM  
(4 April 2022)

 R RW Bro  Major General Raymond 
Jack Sharp AO PDGM (17 May 2022)

 R RW Bro Kevin Norman Foster OAM 
PDGM (18 May 2022)

Brethren, these brothers will all be 
sorely missed.*

Over the past few months, the Grand 
Ceremonial Team and I have been privi-
leged to attend and support some very 
important and enjoyable masonic 
events. There were installations at 
Lodges Ku-ring-gai, Queanbeyan and 

www.masons.org.au September 2022 5

Interested in getting hair transplants? We can help!
Visit us in beautiful Istanbul for one of our customised packages, including: VIP airport 
pick-up, hotel accommodation, city tours and restaurant crawls, all while you receive the 
latest technology in natural-looking, permanent hair transplants with no scarring.
We also offer a range of other services, including:
p All dental
p Corrective optical surgery
p Rhinoplasty

p Liposuction, 
p Body contouring
p Contact consultant for all other medical procedures

&
Health Services - Sağlık Hizmetleri

Contact Bro Kaan Ozer    Email: Aus@Bgghealth.com    Phone: +61 413 213 333

We aim to provide the best service to our clients who come to be 
treated in our city. All aspects of treatments ranging from transfers, 
accomodation and treatment are pre-planned in full detail.
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Horace Thompson Ryde, degree work  
at Cessnock, district meetings at Coffs 
Harbour and Royal Empire, and a debu-
tante ball at West Wyalong. I was 
thrilled to present the NSW & ACT 
Freemasons Community Service award 
to Mariam Muhammed at the Channel  
7 Young Achiever Awards in May. 

We were also thrilled to support 
Most Excellent Companion Robert 
Drake and the Royal Arch at their recent 
Convocation where we witnessed the 
Consecration of their new Chapter José 
Rizal. I was also pleased to host the 
recent Heads of Other Orders meeting 
here at the Sydney Masonic Centre.

In March we travelled out to Dubbo 
for the Installation of Bro Matthew 
Wilson where I was honoured to unveil  
a plaque commemorating the official 
re-opening of the Dubbo Masonic Centre.

We also visited the Macksville 
Masonic Centre to unveil a plaque com-
memorating the re-opening of their 
Masonic Centre.

Over the past year, we have seen our 
entire Management Team work incredi-
bly hard, helping to guide us out of what 

was an exceedingly difficult time in  
our history. I congratulate the entire 
jurisdiction.

You have all worked so hard to 
restore stability to your lodges, districts 
and regions and we have certainly wit-
nessed what can only be described as an 
amazing effort from our senior leader-
ship team. 

Our Deputy and Assistant Grand 
Masters have worked hard criss-crossing 
the jurisdiction supporting your lodges, 
assisting our Board of Management, and 
collaborating with Executive Council.

Our Senior and Junior Grand Wardens, 
our Ceremonial Team, the Board of 
Management, MasoniCare, Freemason 
magazine and all of their related commit-
tees have also gone beyond the contract 
in all that they do. I thank them all most 
sincerely for their dedication to what has 
been a formidable task considering the 
impact that Covid 19 initially had on our 
wonderful Craft. 

Brethren, I will shortly be announcing 
our Team for the 2022/2023 masonic 
term; with each new year comes change 
and growth.

Jobs or positions may change but the 
lasting impact of a job well done must 
never be taken for granted, and I want  
to send my heartfelt thanks to all those 
that have stood up and served this 
Grand Lodge and our jurisdiction with 
such dedication and distinction during 
their term. They are the epitome of 
Humility, Kindness, and Generosity and  
I look forward to seeing these brethren 
supporting our Craft in many ways for 
years to come.

And finally, brethren, please remem-
ber that Covid 19 will remain with us 
for a long time, and we must not 
become complacent. As we now move 
into the cold winter months, I ask that 
you please look after yourselves, your 
family and your friends and I also ask 
you to remember those three special 
words that typify all Freemasons. 

HUMILITY – KINDNESS and 
GENEROSITY

* In his address the Grand Master 
described the masonic achievements 
of these brethren. The details can be 
seen on the Grand Lodge website.

It seems a long time ago that my  
friend and mentor RW Bro Ray 
Chaffer PDGM asked if I would like to 
help him demonstrate some ritual to 

a few Lodges of Instruction. That simple 
request has led to a commitment to help 
brethren deliver ceremonies accurately 
and with meaning.

The allegories and messages in our 
ritual are an integral part of who we are 
as Freemasons. Being able to deliver 
ritual well means it is much easier to 
understand the allegory, and the 
message conveyed by a charge. 

RW Bro Paul Schultz has been appointed Assistant Grand 
Master and he comments on his appointment.

Time and ability may mean that not 
all of us are able to become excellent 
ritualists but that should not prevent us 
understanding the meaning conveyed 
by the ceremony, nor should it prevent 
any mason from providing assistance 
and instruction to other brethren.

I am very privileged to have been 
appointed by the Grand Master (the 
custodian of our ritual) as the Assistant 
Grand Master. I look forward to visiting 
lodges across the state and helping 
them provide education to the brethren 
in their care. 

Welcome brother Paul

RW Bro Paul Schultz was appointed 
Assistant Grand Master in June

Welcome our AGM



The choice I made By RW Bro Ted Simmons OAM
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Why I chose Freemasonry

The vision of Freemasonry is  
to be recognised within the 
community as an organisation 
of high moral and social stand-

ards that benefits its members and the 
community. Its mission is self-develop-
ment of the individual, well planned 
and enjoyable lodge meetings, charita-
ble activities within the community  
and increased membership in NSW  
and the ACT.

Let’s face a fact – Freemasonry is 
unique and cannot be considered like 
any other institution because it offers 
experiences not found anywhere else.

Freemasons are ordinary men in the 
community, 18 years and older, of all 
religions and backgrounds, who share a 
concern for human values, moral stand-
ards and the rights of individuals.

It offers members an insight and 
knowledge of history and philosophy,  
an appreciation of ancient ritual and 
symbolic personal development, and 
hands-on involvement in charitable 
activities and community issues. 
Freemasonry also provides opportuni-
ties to socialise with men from all walks 
of life without religious and political 
barriers.

Freemasonry is one of the world’s 
oldest and largest fraternal organisa-
tions. It provides a code of conduct 
based on moral and ethical standards 
for living in the society of today’s world. 
It is an organisation of men who strive 
to live by the fundamental principles  
of integrity, goodwill, and charity. It is a 
non-profit organisation that is heavily 
involved in supporting charity and 
community service. This can be seen  

The first time I was asked why I had joined Freemasonry,  
I did not have a ready answer but after more than 60 years 
as a member it is easier to give my reasons.

medical research and the effects of 
natural disasters. For example, more 
than two million dollars was raised  
by Australian masons to help those 
affected by the Pacific tsunami.

Family and social life is another 
active masonic area because family and 
family life are important. Functions are 
organised to which families are often 
invited. Examples are picnics, special 
lunches and outings organised by a  
lodge or a district.

Masonic activity can improve 
self-confidence, speaking ability in 
lodge and in public, communications, 
tolerance and the making of new 
friends. It is not a religion, nor does  
it become involved in politics.

As stated earlier, Freemasonry is 
unique and is one of the few organisa-
tions which freely devotes its time and 
efforts to make the world a better place 
in which all people can live in harmony 
and peace. I have received pleasure from 
helping people in need and the knowl-
edge that my efforts, in a small way, 
have made life happier for other people. 

Although I didn’t realise it when  
I joined, that is why I chose to become  
a mason.

by the frequent reports of aid given  
by lodges and districts in situations  
of flood, drought and bushfires.

In the Middle Ages, masons were 
known for their work in building castles 
and cathedrals and their knowledge of 
geometry, arithmetic and engineering. 
To protect these skills and pass on this 
knowledge to worthy apprentices, they 
formed lodges which also considered 
charity and benevolence among their 
traditions. Today there are many lodges 
which are actively involved in commu-
nity affairs, especially children, the aged, 

Have charter, 
will travel!

Then Lodge Highway 837 is for you! We hold meetings bimonthly 
in addition to regular social rides, including some weekend/
overnight trips. Masons that don’t ride are welcome too! 

Do you love Motorcycles? 
Do you enjoy travelling? Do you want to visit 
other lodges or tyle your own lodge all over NSW?

SEE WHAT’S ON

for our next meeting!

Interested? Contact VW Bro Bojan Vinzintin on 0403 392 093 or email bojan.vizintin@optusnet.com.au

It is not a religion, 
nor does it become 

involved in politics...
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Appreciating
our Past Grand 
Master

Attendees came from all over 
New South Wales and the ACT 
to enjoy a three-course dinner 
with wine, music, dancing, 

and the presence of old and new friends.

Derek and Gael were piped into the 
Banquet Hall to the applause of the 
enthusiastic audience.

The evening was professionally  
and competently run by the Master of 
Ceremonies, Bro Dane Sara. An observer 
reports that Dane ran the evening so 
flowingly well that he had all public 
toasts sorted out and done within 
twelve minutes, to everybody’s delight.

On 28 May, 120 guests, masons and their partners 
gathered in the Banquet Hall at the Sydney Masonic 
Centre to honour the Immediate Past Grand Master,  
MW Bro Derek James Robson AM CMH PGM, with a dinner 
to mark the end of his second term as Grand Master.

The brethren and guests not only 
honoured Derek for his many years  
of service to, and accomplishments in, 
the Craft, but also acknowledged the 
support and dedication of his fiancée, 
Gael Knox.

Derek was presented with a wrist-
watch and a jewellery box which some 
said that he would doubtless find  
occasion to fill for his coming wedding. 
Narelle Hicks presented Gael with  
beautiful flowers and MW Bro Hicks 
presented her with The Grand Master’s 
Distinguished Service Award.

Derek was especially touched by the 
presence of MW Bros Ron Johnson and 
Noel Dunn.

Of course, no party is complete 
without music, and delightful tunes 
played by the band Misty Blue had 
everyone on their feet.

One of Derek’s many friends com-
mented, ‘It’s not the end of Derek’s 
masonic career, it’s a pause and the 
opening of new opportunities.’ 

We look forward to the next  
chapter!

MW Bro Noel Dunn and 
his wife, Faye Dunn

MW Bro Ron 
Johnson and 

daughter, 
Terrie-Ann 

Johnson

MW Bro Derek Robson  
and fiancée, Gael Knox.
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Action on dementia By W Bro Rick Atkinson and Lynne Clay

Dementia Action Week 

People living with dementia can 
live active and fulfilling lives 
many years after diagnosis. 
Despite this, they often experi-

ence discrimination that can lead to 
social isolation, loneliness and poor 
mental health. Unfortunately, COVID-19 
has intensified these experiences.

In a Dementia Australia survey of 
more than 5,000 respondents, more than 
70% of people living with dementia 
believed discrimination towards people 
with dementia is common or very 
common, saying, for instance, ‘people 
haven’t kept in touch like they used to.’

Discrimination has a big impact on 
people living with dementia, their fami-
lies and carers; a little support from the 
community and health care profession-
als can make a big difference.

Dementia Action Week 2022 is from Monday 19 September to Sunday 25 September.  
This year’s theme is ‘A little support makes a big difference’.

Dementia Action Week and how you 
can get involved. 

Resources and Activities
Dementia Australia conducts educa-

tional courses and events for people living 
with dementia, their families, carers and 
the public at large. These activities and 
programs are conducted in Sydney, 
Newcastle, numerous regional centres 
around New South Wales and the ACT as 
well as online for easy access nationwide.

Dementia Australia also has a series  
of online information and resources on 
dementia including help sheets, special-
ised education videos and much more.

For dementia information and  
support please call the National 
Dementia Helpline on 1800 100 500  
or visit dementia.org.au. 

This year, Dementia Australia is 
encouraging communities to come 
together and learn more about how they 
can support people living with demen-
tia and make a difference to the lives of 
people around them who are impacted.

Please visit dementia.org.au/dementia- 
action-week for more information on 

Dementia is the term used to describe the 
symptoms of a large group of neurocogni-
tive disorders which cause a progressive 
decline in a person’s functioning. 

It is a broad term used to describe a 
loss of memory, intellect, rationality, social 
skills and physical functioning and is one 
of the largest health and social challenges 
facing Australia and the world.

Dementia prevalence data commis-
sioned by Dementia Australia and under-
taken by the National Centre for 
Economic Modelling, University of 

Canberra, found there are an estimated 
487,500 Australians living with dementia 
in 2022 and around 1.6 million people 
involved in their care. Without a medical 
breakthrough, the number of people with 
dementia is expected to increase to 
almost 1.1 million by 2058.

In 2022, there are an estimated 28,800 
people with younger onset dementia, 
expected to rise to almost 30,000 people 
by 2028 and more than 41,000 people by 
2058. This can include people in their 30s, 
40s and 50s.

Facts about Dementia
Over the age of 65, dementia affects 

almost one person in ten.

Over the age of 85, dementia  
affects three people in ten.

http://more than 5,000 respondents
https://www.dementia.org.au/education/people-living-dementia/specialised-education-videos
https://www.dementia.org.au/education/people-living-dementia/specialised-education-videos
https://dementia.org.au.
https://dementia.org.au/dementia-action-week
https://dementia.org.au/dementia-action-week
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Dr Mowszowski on ageing, 
memory and dementia
The readers of Freemason are fortunate  
to have one of the most senior research-
ers in the country contribute to the 
magazine – Dr Loren Mowszowski,  
a clinical neuropsychologist, Deputy 
Director and Senior Research Fellow, 
Healthy Brain Ageing Program at The 
University of Sydney

Recognising the relevance of this 
topic to Masons and their families,  
W Bro Rick Atkinson recently inter-
viewed Dr Loren Mowszowski for 
insights into the important research 
conducted by Dr Mowszowski and  
her team.

One of his first questions was 
whether the research has uncovered  
any new breakthroughs in dementia 
prevention.

Here is the gist of her reply:

The game-changer from the research is we 
now know more about the underlying process 
of neuropathology happening over a much 
longer period before we actually see the 
cognitive and functional signs of dementia. 
This means that we can look for other signs, 
or ‘biomarkers’, of this process during that 
longer period, and then intervene to try to 
slow the process down.

We also now know much more about  
how to intervene, in terms of various risk  
and protective factors for dementia and  
what we can do to manage this, often even 
from midlife.

By the time patients present with symp-
toms of dementia, the decline within the  
brain has already been in process for around 
twenty years. For most patients presenting 
with symptoms in their sixties or seventies, 
the decline processes started in their forties.

Research supports treatment by preven-
tion, based on biomarkers: things that indi-
cate that the early processes are happening. 
The huge breakthrough is a change in 
approach to early identification, early  
intervention and managing risk.

Dr Mowszowski has arranged a 
further interview with the Better Brains 
Team at Monash University (to be pub-
lished in a future edition) which will 
focus on risk factors, protective factors 
and practical tips for prevention.

Memory
Dr Mowszowski’s specialty is cognition 
and memory. The CogMax course and 
manual on this subject was authored by 
her – more on this in future articles. For 
now, we’ll focus on the aspect close to a 
mason’s heart: Memory.

We discussed the experiences of 
senior masons, who say they could recite 
long ritual that they had  learnt 30 years 
ago but were having real difficulty learn-
ing new ritual … ‘it just doesn’t sink in 
like it used to.’

Some highlights of the discussion 
include:

 R People get confused about the discrep-
ancy between remembering long 
rituals but not being able to remember 
the name of a next-door neighbour.  
It is important to recognise that  
some degree of change in memory and 
thinking skills is normal with ageing; 
it doesn’t mean you have dementia, 
and we need to normalise the idea 
that memory declines with age.

 R As we age we might notice we’re 
slower to recall things or can’t think of 
the right word, but it might come to 
us later on. Decline starts in our thir-
ties so decline is happening through-
out adulthood, and by the time we’re 
in our sixties there is a more noticea-
ble change – although this is within 
the normal scope of ageing.

 R Normal patterns are much easier to 
remember. Passages and rituals of 

CASUAL DRIVERS 
AND ASSISTED 
TRAVEL SUPPORT 
OFFICERS (ATSOs)

To learn more of this great way 
to serve your community, please 
contact Toni at Gringai Aboriginal 
Corporation on 0407 706 748. 

Drivers
Split shifts – 
morning and 
afternoon runs – 
each trip varies.

ATSOs
Work with schools, 
parents and drivers 
to provide supervision 
for students during 
transportation.

Newcastle, Lake Macquarie, Maitland, 
Tweed Heads and Tamworth areas.

to assist special needs 
students and others to attend 
school, appointments, etc.

Dr Loren Mowszowski

Freemasonry require being involved 
so we’re able to do rituals better than 
remembering random day to day 
tasks like remembering to pick up 
the milk. Rituals at heart are much 
better consolidated than new infor-
mation, so the brain can handle 
familiar rituals better than one-off 
random tasks.

 R For example – a person may not be 
personally delivering the charge but 
being present in the ceremony, they 
have likely heard it before, even if 
they have not presented, so it is some-
what familiar. There is a memory of it 
even before the person is engaged to 
learn and recite it. This contributes to 
the idea of consolidated patterns; it is 
not completely new.

Dr Mowszowski gave the personal 
example: coming from a Jewish back-
ground, being in synagogue and 
hearing familiar prayers and songs 
– this starts the process of memory 
or consolidation, which aids memory.

 R Rituals or ceremony are associated in 
the brain with importance and gravity 
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so there is an emotional aspect  
and connection. There is a material 
meaning so the ritual and ceremony 
gives importance or reverence – our 
memory system therefore gives ritual 
a heavier weighting because of the 
meaning and emotion attached. We 
process meaning and emotion better 
than information that is immaterial 
like remembering the milk.

Some tips on starting  
to learn Rituals
1 Consolidate prior experiences – 

being present is a head start.

2 Emotion found in the meanings  
and morals gives relevance and is 
absorbed as richer and intensive, and 
thus given memory priority in the 
brain over things like remembering 
to pick up some milk, so connecting 
meaning and story with the words 
helps memorise ritual better.

3 Order and procedure further helps 
memory long term because there is an 
organised structure in the way it is 
presented. Our brain remembers ritual 
like a scaffolding, so if there is music, 
story, and an order to how the ritual 
unfolds, our memory can consolidate 
and deliver the ritual more easily. 

4 Repetition. Make as many opportuni-
ties as possible for the brain to 
process, repeat and practice – there  
is no substitute for repetition.

5 Errorless learning, or learning without 
errors. Learn it new, always correctly 
– never make a mistake and just keep 

going – if you make a mistake, go back 
to the beginning and repeat it correctly 
so the brain doesn’t embed a mistake 
to memory – the brain needs to 
absorb it correctly from the start. 
Avoid making mistakes from the 
beginning, get the steps written in 
correct order. If you make a mistake 
– don’t press on – don’t proceed. Go 
back to the beginning so you’re not 
giving your brain a chance to learn 
and embed the wrong things.

6 To make practising ritual effective, 
apply the concept of breaking it 
down (called chunking). Master 
section by section because it is less 
overwhelming for the brain. Then 
build up as each chunk is mastered.

7 Space (or time) retrieval. Learn it 
well, then go away and see if you can 
recall it correctly after say 30 seconds 
space between learning and trying  
to recite. Eventually space it out to  
one minute, then five minutes then 
10 minutes – then an hour and so on. 
Spacing out the period of memory 
retrieval, between learning and deliv-
ering, embeds the memory. 

8 Eye contact. Memory is not only being 
asked to recall information or words 
in ritual order. The other element is 
performing in front of other people, 
which can lead to performance 
anxiety. It is common for Freemasons 
to learn ritual perfectly, but then drop 
the ball when in public: sudden brain 
freeze – just can’t access that memory.

So how to unlock it? How to antici-
pate or prepare for brain freeze? 

Practice in front of mirror or a couple 
of people so when in front of a larger 
group it isn’t a shock and the brain 
doesn’t freeze when you’re being 
observed – it helps being able to 
perform on the day.

9 Slow down. We expect a lot from our 
brain – slow down and give it time to 
process – learn well ahead and allo-
cate time; don’t rush. Slow down, 
repeat, give your brain the benefit  
of being set up for success.

Offer to Freemasons
If readers have concerns about changes 
in their memory or thinking, or would 
like to know more about our research in 
understanding the way the brain changes 
as we age and how to manage this, they 
can get in touch via email: 

bmri.hba@sydney.edu.au or by phone: 
(02) 9114 4002. 

They can also find us on the Brain  
and Mind Centre’s website: https://www.
sydney.edu.au/brain-mind in the Healthy 
Brain Ageing Clinic section.

Research supports 
treatment by 
prevention...

mailto:freemason%40masons.org.au?subject=I%20wish%20to%20subscribe
mailto:bmri.hba%40sydney.edu.au?subject=
https://www.sydney.edu.au/brain-mind/
https://www.sydney.edu.au/brain-mind/
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Masonicare in action

Since its foundation, MasoniCare has been a source of relief and assistance  
to thousands of people and has done much to promote the image of Masonry.

Your Grand Charity

Brethren, there is no doubt that 
most of you have heard of 
Masonicare, both in your 
various lodge rooms as well  

as at Grand Communications and in 
Grand Lodge publications. However,  
we take this opportunity to introduce 
Masonicare to our newer brethren and 
give our more experienced brethren a 
fresh insight into our Grand Charity.

Founded in 1990 by Past Grand 
Master MW Bro Ron Johnson AM PGM 
CMH, Masonicare is key in encouraging 
and enabling masons within our juris-
diction to practise one of the guiding 
virtues of the Craft – Charity.

To enable Masonicare to distribute 
funds as needed equitably throughout 
the jurisdiction; there are three dedi-
cated programmes, each of which serves 
a critical purpose to enable the board  
to distribute funds to where they are 
needed most.

These programmes are:

InterACTION Grants
The Masonicare interACTION Grants 
programme is designed to stimulate 
fundraising throughout NSW and the 
ACT, thereby maximising the charitable 
benefits to local communities. Masoni-
care will contribute matching funds to 
monies raised by masonic lodges for 
local charities of their choice, enabling 
Freemasonry to have a multiplying 
effect in supporting those causes which 
need it most.

Donations can be made to organisa-
tions with a Deductible Gift Recipient 

status. Lodges are pre-authorised by the 
board after having made an application 
to raise funds publicly for these charities.

Funds raised for these charities are 
then met dollar-for-dollar by Masonicare 
to a maximum of $3,000. Thus if a lodge 
raises $3,000, Masonicare matches this 
amount, resulting in the chosen charity 
receiving a total of $6,000.

The monies raised by the lodge are 
sent to Masonicare, this amount is 
doubled and the total funds transferred 
to the charity on behalf of the lodge.

The interACTION Grants programme 
is successfully engaging people across 
the jurisdiction to make a collaborative 
difference in proudly supporting our 
local communities.

A prime example of this is the Coffs 
Coast Freemasons Association which 
runs a series of separate events annually, 
and then applies for interACTION Grants 
to support the local CanDo Cancer Trust’s 
provision of transport and assistance for 
cancer sufferers in the region.

Another very effective and noticeable 
programme developed by Masonicare 
was the Wheelchairs programme.

This was an initiative which allowed 
for the donation of specially manufac-
tured wheelchairs for use in hospitals 
and aged care facilities. The chairs 
carried the Square & Compasses and 
Masonicare logo as well as the name  
of the lodge or association involved in 
its presentation.

Lodges or masonic associations that 
made application to be involved in this 
programme enjoyed the benefit of 
having their donated funds matched by 
Masonicare, dollar for dollar, towards 
the purchase of these wheelchairs.

Masonicare can 
respond quickly  
to emergencies...

By RW Bros Andrew Fraser and Tony Craig and VW Bro Joe Corrigan  
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Masonicare received more than  
30 applications from lodges and district 
associations throughout the jurisdic-
tion, including Sydney, Byron Bay, 
Macksville, Ballina, Glen Innes, Coffs 
Harbour, Bellinger River, Tamworth, 
Wauchope, Walgett, Toukley, Goulburn, 
Canberra and Queanbeyan.

This effort enabled more than 200 
wheelchairs to be donated.

Masonicare’s vision statement is to 
promote and uphold the Masonic prin-
ciple of charity and heighten public 
awareness of Freemasonry’s commit-
ment to our local communities.

The media coverage generated shows 
that this was achieved and the hospitals, 
aged care facilities (as well as their 
patients and residents) will enjoy the 
convenience of these wheelchairs for  
a long time.

Disaster Relief
Sudden natural disasters and other 
emergencies can wreak havoc on unsus-
pecting communities, leaving a trail of 
despair. The Grand Master’s Disaster 
Relief Fund, overseen by Masonicare, is 
designed to offer fast and effective aid to 
communities in distress impacted by 
disasters such as fires, flooding, tsuna-
mis and earthquakes.

Through the Disaster Relief pro-
gramme, Masonicare can respond quickly 
to emergencies, providing much needed 
financial assistance and other support to 
communities. The Disaster Relief Fund 
continues to support those within our 
communities who need it the most, 
including through the recent flooding.

Several years ago, following disas-
trous bushfires, Masonicare launched  
a Disaster Relief Appeal that raised 
$150,000. A special programme was 
created to donate Thermal Imaging 
Cameras, specifically identified by the 
Rural Fire Services specialists. We 
donated three such cameras to each  
of five brigades in the affected areas.

These cameras are vital in identifying 
persons inside a burning building or to 
spot heat signatures in areas which have 
already been extinguished. The RFS was 
most grateful for this meaningful 
donation.

Benevolence Fund
Masonicare’s Benevolence Programme 
exists to support masons and their 
families who have fallen on hard times 
or have difficulties which threaten their 
wellbeing.

Masonicare provides confidential 
financial grants, access to financial 
advice and counselling services to 
masons or their families who are in 
financial distress. Financial grants are of 
an amount up to $5,000 ($6,500 for 
funeral expenses) and subject to the 
individual circumstances and appropri-
ate due diligence.

Application forms are available from 
Masonicare or the Grand Lodge office for 
the nominated people only and grants are 
subject to Masonicare Board approval.

Masonicare is overseen by a board 
made up of masons. They are:

 R MW Bro Les Hicks, Grand Master

 R RW Bro Andrew Fraser PDGM, 
Chairman*

 R RW Bro Tony Craig PAGM, Deputy 
Chairman & Grants***

 R MW Bro Ron Johnson AM PGM CMH, 
Strategic Planning***

 R RW Bro Richard Collins PDGM,  
Grand Treasurer**

 R RW Bro William Whitby PDGM, 
Grand Registrar**

 R RW Bro Geoff Burns PSGW,  
RMMs, DMRs & MCOs***

 R RW Bro Allan Drane PJGW, 
Fundraising***

ARE YOU A
ROYAL ARK MARINER?
Did you enjoy the ceremony?
Would you like to give others that enjoyment?
If you have answered yes to any of the above, why not come and 
join the United Supreme Grand Chapter Royal Ark Mariner team?

Never or hardly ever taken part in the Ritual? Now's your chance to!

Call Tony Miles on 0477 862 284 or email R.A.M@outlook.com.au
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Masonicare in action

Port Macquarie Daylight Lodge No 911 
(PMDL) presented a cheque for $4,000 
to Liberty Domestic and Family Violence 
Specialist Services which is based in 
Port Macquarie. Kelly Lamb, the CEO, 
expressed her thanks for the lodge and 
Masonicare’s generosity. 

The cheque was presented by  
W Bro Ken Hawks WM of Port 
Macquarie Day light Lodge and VW Bro 
David Robertson, the Lodge Secretary. 

PMDL has organised several 
Bunnings BBQs to raise funds for local 

charities, enabling the lodge to partner 
with Masonicare to make this donation.

The lodge, in conjunction with 
Masonicare is well on its way to reaching 
the next charity target: a donation of 
$6,000 to the Children’s Oncology Unit 
at the Port Macquarie Base Hospital. 
PMDL intends to make a smaller dona-
tion of $500 to Kumiai Ryu Port 
Macquarie, a local martial arts club 
which donates presents to kids at 
Christmas.

 R VW Bro Joe Corrigan DGIW, 
Marketing***

 R Bro Stephen Coote MM,  
IT & Website***

* Nominated by the Grand Master
** Elected position in UGL
*** Appointed by the Executive Council

This board has sub committees which 
oversee applications from lodges and 
district committees which have previ-
ously been submitted to a Regional 
Masonicare Manager (RMM) and /or 
District Masonicare Representative (DMR)

Each Lodge should appoint a Masoni-
care Caring Officer at its Installation.

Masonicare is a Tier 1 Charity governed 
by the Australian Charities and Not-for-
Profit Commission which has very strict 
guidelines. It is the Masonicare board’s 
responsibility to ensure these guidelines 
are adhered to and complied with.

Masonicare also oversees the Fund of 
Benevolence, the Scott Young Trust and 
the disbursement of funds raised for the 
Grand Master’s Disaster Relief Fund.

In recent years Bunnings has enabled 
lodges and district masonic committees 
to raise funds on a regular basis without 
having a DGR charity in mind. As a 
result, many lodges and district masonic 
committees have funds which do not 
qualify for dollar-for-dollar funding.

These funds can still be donated to 
local charities or given as scholarships 
to schools in the local communities.

This results in the added benefit of 
giving Freemasonry, Masonicare and your 
local lodge a higher community profile, 
demonstrates Freemasonry’s charitable 
tenet and can assist your lodge in attract-
ing new members as well as encouraging 
lapsed members to return.

Masonicare is a key part of our Grand 
Lodge, under which we masons can unite 
to make our communities better through 
our collective strength. That collective 
strength helps us to fly our flag high, both 
literally and figuratively. Masonicare has 
banners available – your DMR or RMM 
should be able to assist.

The back cover shows Masonicare in action!

The Freemason salutes the following 
brethren who have received recogni-
tion in the recent allocation of Queen’s 
Birthday Honours.

 R RW Bro Kevin Short PDGM OAM 
Lodge Wallace Plains No 4

 R RW Bro Dexter Taylor PJGW OAM 
Lodge Wahroonga No 674

Please advise the editor if you know 
of any other brother, or partner, who  
has received recognition in the latest 
Queen’s Birthday Honours.

Queen’s 
Birthday 
Honours

Stamping on  
Family Violence

Honours list

RW Bro Kevin Short

RW Bro Dexter Taylor

Masonicare’s 
Benevolence 

Programme exists  
to support masons...
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A spot of trivia!

Trivia quiz
1 In what year did ‘Advance Australia 

Fair’ become Australia’s official 
national anthem?

2 What is the bird emblem of NSW?
3 Who was Australia’s first female 

Governor-General?
4 What oil is used to flavour Earl 

Gray tea?
5 Ascorbic acid is commonly known 

as what?
6 What types of clouds are  

commonly associated with 
thunderstorms?

7 To ‘rabbit on’ is to do what at length?
8 The fibres of which plant are used 

to make linen?
9 Pillbox, bucket and boater  

are types of what?

10 What body of water is  
crossed by Wiseman’s Ferry?

11 What does a sphygmomanometer 
measure?

12 Which measurement is longer  
– a yard or a metre?

13 What kind of animals used  
to live in one of the Sydney 
Harbour bridge pylons?

14 What type of food is gazpacho?
15 In addition to Central, what  

railway stations make up  
the Sydney City Circle?

How many did you get right?  
Find the answers on the  
bottom of page 41!

Give those grey cells a workout with this fiendish quiz!

CALLING ALL LODGE SECRETARIES! Got an event coming up? Let masons all over the state know, and support 
your magazine! List for as little as $12.50 per issue ($50 for four listings). Email freemason@apmgraphics.com.au.  

What’s on?EVENTS, NOTICES AND INVITATIONS FROM AROUND THE JURISDICTION

International Order of the Rainbow for Girls

Rainbow Girls meetings
Now meet on 4th Sunday of  
each month at 11.00am at the  
Blacktown Masonic Centre  
5/1 Carnegie Place, Blacktown

For further details please phone  
Talese on 0401 213 800 or  
email: Talese_s@hotmail.com  

Lodge Morning Star No 410

Our centenary year!
Help us celebrate Lodge Morning 
Star’s 100th year by visiting our  
lodge in Gosford. We meet on the 
fourth Monday each month. Contact 
us at email@lodgemorningstar.com

Visit us today – at 100 years old  
we’re not getting any younger!

W
H

AT’S O
N

Lodge Mayfield Daylight No 493

Calling Newcastle masons
Newcastle’s only daylight lodge  
welcomes masons unavailable for or  
cautious about night-time meetings!
2nd Tuesday of every month.  
Tyling at 9:30am. Lunch $10.  
New Lambton Masonic Centre. 
For details call 02 4968 4511.

Lodge Bland No 337

What’s on at Lodge Bland
We meet at the Masonic Centre in West 
Wyalong on the 3rd Thursday in the Spring 
and Autumn.

For details, contact:

Phone 0403 405 519  
or email scas@aapt.net.au  

Lodge Highway No 837

Lodge Highway  
upcoming meetings
Lodge Highway will be holding upcoming 
meetings in Lawson and Muswellbrook. 
Visitors are most welcome! 
Contact Lodge Secretary Bojan Vizintin  
bojan.vizintin@optusnet.com.au  
or call 0403 392 093 for details.

The Ancient and Accepted  
Scottish Rite for Scotland

New Scottish Rite website!
Have you ever wondered what it takes to 
join the Scottish Rite? Browse our new 
website at www.scottishrite.com.au  
to learn more! 

For details and membership inquiries,  
email pgs.nsw@scottishrite.com.au 

mailto:bojan.vizintin%40optusnet.com.au?subject=
http://www.scottishrite.com.au
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Community Service Award 7 News press release

Young Achiever

The winners were announced  
on Friday 13 May during a Gala 
Dinner Awards Presentation, 
hosted by Michael Usher of 

7NEWS in front of an audience of over 
360 people. 

Forty finalists were presented during 
the event, with ten category winners 
announced. The 2022 NSW/ACT Young 
Achiever of the Year was also awarded, 
with Angelique Wan of Consent Labs 
taking out the major honour. 

Mariam Mohammed had won the 
Freemasons of NSW/ACT Community 
Service Award from a strong field of 
young achievers and it was presented by 
MW Bro Lesley Hicks, Grand Master. 

Mariam, 28 of Sydney co-founded 
MoneyGirl – a financial literacy social 
enterprise that delivers Australia’s first, 
and only, evidence-based financial edu-
cation course for women. MoneyGirl has 
educated over 250 young women across 
the country, reinvesting profits to create 
scholarships for First Nations and 
refugee women. Having moved to 
Australia as a 19-year-old escaping gen-
dered violence, Mariam is dedicated to 
uplifting women and empowering other 
changemakers to do the same.

The ten category winners are: 
 R Angelique Wan – Consent Labs,  

24 of Surry Hills – Spirit Super Create 
Change Award 

 R Corey Tutt, 29 of Port Macquarie 
– TransGrid Indigenous Achievement 
Award 

 R Angelica Ojinnaka, 23 of Beaumont 
Hills – First National Real Estate 
Leadership Award 

Mariam Mohammed has been announced as the 2022 
winner of the Freemasons of NSW/ACT Community 
Service Award, as part of the prestigious 7NEWS Young 
Achiever Awards for NSW/ACT! 

 R Matilda Harry, 23 of Kurrajong 
Heights – Western Sydney University 
Academic Achievement Award 

 R Emma Peat – Daily Dough Co, 20 of 
Tumbi Umbi – Qoin Small Business 
Achiever Award 

Winners each received $500 cash, $500 
worth of Qoin, plus a mentoring package 
from The Impact Collective worth $2,000 
along with a magnificent trophy. 

Annabelle King was also announced 
as winner of the People’s Choice Award, 
presented by Off Trail Coffee with a $500 
pre-paid Visa gift card as the prize. 

 R Josefine Andrei, 27 of Moncrieff 
– NSW Ministry of Health Public 
Health Pandemic Response Award 

 R Jordan Gogos, 27 of Elizabeth Bay 
– OSMEN Creative Design Award 

 R Mariam Mohammed, 28 of Sydney 
– Freemasons of NSW/ACT 
Community Service Award 

 R Zoe Allan, 26 of Quirindi – Aboriginal 
Education Council Aboriginal 
Education Award 

 R Bryce Cronin, 23 of Belconnen – 
Quattro Coffee Roasters Online 
Achievement Award 

MW Bro Les Hicks presents 
the Freemasons of NSW/ACT 

Community Service Award 
to Mariam Mohammed 



Paving the way as an industry leader, Whiddon’s 
long and proud history dates back to the 1920’s, 
when a small group of Freemasons began 
visiting older masons and their wives in their 
local communities to provide care and support 
to those in need. 

They had a dream to build care facilities for 
older people and, in 1947, the Frank Whiddon 
Masonic Homes of New South Wales was 
approved as an off icial masonic charity and 
named in the Grand Master’s honour. In May 
that year, Glenfi eld resident, Ethyl Easton 
Symonds, donated 21 acres of land, which 
become Whiddon’s founding site and what 
we know today as Whiddon Easton Park. 

Since then, Whiddon has expanded its care 
homes across Rural and Regional NSW and we 

Support Whiddon to continue improving the quality of life of older 
Australians through innovation, research and new approaches to care.
Make a donation today at www.whiddon.com.au/make-a-donation.

are proud of the footprint we have created over 
the last 75 years. 

Whiddon has come a long way, from a small 
group of Freemasons to a large not-for-profi t 
organisation supporting more than 2,100 
residents and clients each and every year. 
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This year, Whiddon is celebrating an incredible 75 years 
of caring for older Australians across NSW and South East 
Queensland. 

Whiddon turns 75! 

Celebrate with us!
Join us in celebrating the legacy 
that continues on from our founding 
Freemasons who began this exciting 
journey 75 years ago. 

You can scan the QR code below to see 
a snippet of how far we have come. 

Whiddon’s first care home in Glenfield, NSW



From the Grand Chaplain By RW Bro Robert Drysdale  
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Another Charge reminds us that 
we ‘as masons hope to arrive 
at the summit by the assis-
tance of a ladder’. The three 

principal rungs of this ladder are Faith, 
Hope and Charity. 

If you were to ask non-masons what 
they know about Freemasonry I feel 
sure that the most common answer is 
that masons spend a lot of their time 
doing charitable work. I have heard 
some of our local masons say that they 
joined Freemasonry to ‘do Charity’ and 
they are not happy if they can’t do this.

What is Charity? I went to Mr Google 
and my trusty dictionary and there is a 
great deal describing Charity. Here are 
some definitions: an act of private or 
public help to needy people; showing 
kindness or compassion; generosity and 
helpfulness especially towards the 
needy or suffering. Charity can provide 
goods, services, education, counselling, 
spiritual guidance or improvement of 
the environment.

COVID has done, and is still doing, 
much to upset the way we live. BBQs 
and ticket sales to the public had to stop 
and in some cases these events have not, 
and may never, start up again. The need 
for Charity did not stop when COVID hit 
us. No, it created a greater need. 

There is one very important aspect of 
Charity and it is that YOU, no one else, 
can give YOUR help or time. Only you are 
the one that has it and controls it. We all 
have talents that have been given to us 
by the Great Architect of the Universe; 

Now that nursing homes are open 
again after the stringent COVID lock-
down, the residents seem to light up 
when they have someone who will sit and 
talk, and perhaps just listen  – a listener 
who is not a fellow resident or a family 
member. 

There is a lot more to volunteering 
than visiting. There are games and activi-
ties where helpers are always needed, 
and most nursing homes are happy to 
have volunteers who will help staff to 
care for their residents. Whiddon Homes 
a few months ago called for volunteers to 
help when their workforce was depleted 
by COVID. 

There is a Masonic Centre I know 
that is being used as a soup kitchen and 
at another lodge they run a meal centre. 
If you look there will be something of 
this sort near you; they need cooks, 
people to clean up, people to serve and 
someone to talk to the lonely people 
who use these facilities.

Hospitals also need a lot of volun-
teers. I am sure that if you went to your 
local hospital and ask you would be 
accepted with open arms.

SES and Rural Fire Services are 
always in need of new members.

If cooking sausages on the weekend 
is what you like to do and your lodge is 
not running a BBQ, ask if you can help 
another lodge near you.

Remember, your Charity can be done 
by YOU and no one else.

Peace be with you. 

Charity begins  
with you 
At a lodge’s fundraising sausage sizzle there was a blackboard.  
On the front were the prices; on the back was written ‘Remember  
the Northeast Charge’.

we use them to keep our jobs and care 
for our families. But there are many other 
less obvious talents that we can use for 
others: we can talk and listen, some of us 
can drive, some are strong enough to lift 
and carry things and some have time to 
just sit with others.

Charity work brings great satisfaction 
– Charity can make one feel better than 
good. 

Now here is my challenge to anyone 
who is not a volunteer – become one.

The list of organisations needing 
volunteers is long. Here are some 
examples.
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Worries of a  
Master Mason

Not all masons want to advance  their masonic 
careers in their lodge. Many have good reasons for not 

wanting to take office. Some have intense work and 
family pressures, travel commitments or simply find 

rote learning too time-consuming or too stressful.

Masonic engagement By Bro Geoffrey Moss

Unless Master Masons can be 
involved and given worth-
while tasks, many will drift 
away. We must start looking  

at ways to make them feel wanted by 
assigning them worthwhile jobs.

There are many tasks that could be 
delegated to Master Masons. A time 
keeper at the supper would be a valuable 
asset. They could be asked to propose 
toasts or give brief talks about their 
travels, their work or their views on life. 
Many are very interesting people and 
have life experiences to share.

Many officers would be relieved  
and happy to delegate some of their 

to organise events, chair meetings, learn 
to budget, select future leaders, recruit 
suitable candidates, take responsibility 
for certain tasks and develop confidence 
to stand up and be heard in public.

Any man who has risen to the rank 
of WM should be capable of running a 
business. The lodge is training commu-
nity leaders and business managers. 
Why don’t we advertise this fact? 
Perhaps we don’t recognise these attrib-
utes sufficiently or are we too modest?

Times are changing fast. Unless we 
face up to the changes needed we will 
end up like the dinosaurs.

tasks to an assistant who would stand 
in for them when the office bearer had 
to travel or had urgent commitments 
away from the lodge.

Some Master Masons would be 
willing and able to act as secretarial 
assistant, to be a welcomer to visitors or 
to contact widows. There are many tasks 
that can be so delegated to get them 
involved without taking office. I regret 
never having been able to take office 
but much of my working life was spent 
travelling and my top priority was my 
international training work and mainly 
training managers.

Come to think of it, that is what the 
lodge does. It trains leaders and managers 

Contact the Secretary of Lodge No 7 at patrick@wpsa.org.au or 0402 435 048 for a brochure!

After an extensive modernisation, the historic St George 
Masonic lodge room and dining room facilities are now 
available for approved masonic lodge meetings.
p Lodge and dining room 

accommodates 100 guests
p Modern air-conditioning
p Off-street parking 
p Disability access compliant 
p Modern lift to fi rst fl oor

p Fully carpeted 
p Most nights available
p Long term leases preferred 

but ready to negotiate
p Competitive rate 
p Catering options available

St George Masonic Centre – 480 Forest Rd Bexley Lease or hire 

TODAY!
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Famous Mason By VW Bro Alan Gale

Who was  
Scott Fell?

So who was William Scott Fell 
PM? Clearly a man who lived 
the Arthur Daley slogan ‘let  
me do it right for you’ to the 

absolute.

A multiple bankrupt, ship broker and 
coal merchant, Member of Parliament, 
local councillor, serial litigant, commu-
nity leader, second Master of Lodge 
Mosman No 228 (1901-02) and a 
member and Lodge trustee until his 
death in 1930.

A 1910 judgement against him 
described him as ‘having a chequered 
business career’ with the judge stating 
‘it appears to me to be impossible to 
accept him as a straightforward, honest, 
and sincere witness, however plausible 
his demeanour.’

Not the best description to be given 
of a notable and seemingly upstanding 
Freemason and pillar of his local 
community.

But this finding, like many others 
against him, was overturned on appeal 
to the High Court.

He’s probably one of the few 
Freemasons to have a High Court test 
case taught to law students as a prece-
dent: that in cases of misrepresentation, 
silence does not connote consent (1906, 
W Scott Fell and Co vs Lloyd).

In a chapter from his coming book The Lodge above the Baker’s Shop, VW Bro Alan Gale 
tells the story of W Bro William Scott Fell, a ‘colourful character’ of the early 1900s.

Greenwich and Clyde and founded the 
shale oil project at Newnes); and proba-
bly earns the wrath of every swimming 
pool owner by being responsible for the 
propagation and spread of jacarandas 
from his house in Northwood, which 
also hosted the foundation meeting of 
the Australian Red Cross.

There is a saying that you only fall  
off the edge once your toes lose their 
grip. Scott Fell definitely had long,  
prehensile toes.

He was a serial litigant, pursuing and 
having a great deal of success appealing 
against adverse financial judgements in 
the High Court. There are newspaper 
mentions of at least 10 High Court 
appeals in his name.

Mosman was definitely his chief area 
of influence, where he served as a church 
trustee, a local philanthropist, one of the 
strongest financial supporters of Lodge 
Mosman from its foundation in 1900, 
became heavily involved in community 
affairs and hailed from a family of high 
achievers.

His brother, David, also a state MP 
(Lane Cove), founded the Australian 
Corporation of Public Accountants and 
was instrumental in ensuring the 
welfare arrangements for returned  
soldiers were greatly increased in the 
aftermath of World War I.

Cousin John founded the oil industry 
in Australia (he built refineries at 

The Scott Fell mansion Carrickfergus  
at what is now 46 Parriwi Rd Mosman, 

overlooking Middle Harbour. The house 
is still there and is Heritage Listed.

Courtesy State Library NSW 

William Scott Fell MLA being held aloft at Moree Swimming Pool in 1924 by fellow 
parliamentarians on a tour of NSW to gauge the extent of the prickly pear infestation.
Courtesy National Library of Australia
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Considering his Mosman house, 
Carrickfergus, was valued at £4,250 in 
1930 and the average house price in 
Mosman is now $4.75m, that’s a contem-
porary purchasing power of $61.75m.

Not bad going at all.

For example, that scathing judge-
ment of 1910 was overturned on appeal 
and the judge was admonished for the 
way the trial was handled.

His family business of ship broking, 
coal mining and sales and land develop-
ment prospered despite his own clearly 
colourful style of business practice.

The repeated bankruptcies did not 
prevent him having access to wealth 
– all kept safely in the name of his wife 
and sons.

Elected an Alderman of Mosman 
Council in February 1908, he resigned 
in November that year, his estate having 
been seized and his being declared a 
bankrupt owing £7,956.

Nevertheless, the eponymous ship-
ping company kept trading (he was an 
employee, not the owner) and the 
money kept rolling into the family 
coffers – just not into his.

In one court case, the on-paper 
owner of the company, a Mr Lane, was 
described as ‘but a dummy for Scott 
Fell’. Again overturned on appeal.

A contemporary newspaper report 
describes him thus: ‘Closely associated 
with patriotic movements during the 
war, he always showed himself firmly 
opposed to Bolshevism. For many years 
he occupied the position of president of 
the British Empire Union of Australia, is 
a fellow of the Royal Geographic Society 
and a Freemason. His recreations are 
golf and swimming.’

As an Independent Liberal, Fell failed 
in bids for the NSW Legislative Assembly 
seats of Middle Harbour in 1907 and 
Mosman in 1913. In 1922 he won North 
Shore as an independent coalition candi-
date. In 1926 he slandered fellow-politi-
cian Alfred Reid, was sued for £3,000 and 
was ordered to pay £30 (clearly the jury 
had a cynical opinion of the public repu-
tation of politicians). 

He resigned in 1927 to contest a 
Federal by-election for Warringah but 
lost. He was described by the Bulletin (10 
September 1930) as ‘a go as-you-please 
Nationalist, with stubborn views of his 
own on most subjects’.

As he frequently said in speeches 
when his character was traduced: ‘there 
have been many claims made about me, 

but time and time again my name has 
been cleared by the highest court  
of Australia’.

Clearly that’s how he managed  
to maintain a long membership of 
Freemasonry that enabled him to 
ensure Mosman Masonic Centre (con-
structed in 1911 and consecrated in 
1912) was well financed.

As the 1911 minutes note: ‘Special 
reference must be made to the activities  
of Worshipful Brother Scott Fell who 
was mainly instrumental in raising the 
money necessary to proceed with the 
work. Payment was met partly by loan 
and partly by the issue of debentures  
to members.’

Unsurprisingly, he was a trustee of 
the Lodge until his death in 1930.

He died in his Macquarie Street 
home in September 1930, is buried  
in the Presbyterial section of Manly 
Cemetery and left an estate of £54,601.

William Scott Fell working 
at his desk, circa 1927.
Courtesy State  
Library NSW

1947 - 2017 MAKERS OF FINE REGALIA SINCE 1947
ghlilley.com.au

27 Anderson Rd Thornbury Victoria 03 9484 6155 email: ghlilley@ghlilley.com.au
Proudly servicing the Australian Masonic Community and Grand Lodges in all states since 1947 

Australian Made Collars, Aprons and Gauntlets
Masonic Regalia for All Degrees and Constitutions

Briefcases, Case Covers and Apron Boards
Past Master and Commemorative Jewels
Jewelry, Cuff Links and Jigger Buttons

Browse & Shop Online at Our Website: ghlilley.com.au

Freemasons NSW ACT 2021.indd   1Freemasons NSW ACT 2021.indd   1 5/02/2021   3:19:26 PM5/02/2021   3:19:26 PM

https://ghlilley.com.au


OES Installation By RW Bro David Leabeater
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The Star shines bright 

The session culminated with  
the Grand Installation and 
Investiture of Sister Robyn 
Reily as Most Worthy Grand 

Matron and Brother Jonathan Nantes  
as Most Worthy Grand Patron.

290 members of the Order from all 
over Australia and the USA, together 
with visitors, family and friends were  
in attendance. 

The magnificent flower arrangements, 
the white dresses of the Australian 
members, the warm dress colours of  
the American members and the regalia  
and robes of representatives of the other 
associated Masonic Orders turned the 
room into a glittering sea of colour. 

The ceremony commenced with the 
entrance of the Worthy Grand Office 
Bearers and presentation of the impres-
sive Flags Service by Bro Sydney Down 

The Order of the Eastern Star United Grand Chapter of Australia held its Eighteenth 
Biennial Session on 18 June in the Bankstown Sports Club Grand Ball Room.

80 recipients for 2019 thru 2021. This 
included a donation to the University  
of Wollongong (UOW) of $200,000 by 
Wollongong Chapter No 59 which will  
be disbursed over the next 10 years for  
a Nursing Scholarship. The partnership 
will fund 10 scholarships of $7,000 per 
annum for 3 years, focusing on students 
from low socio-economic backgrounds 
who have ties to the Illawarra Region. 
This will help them realise their dreams 
of entering the nursing profession. This is 
the largest nursing scholarship to be 
offered at UOW.   

Sister Pamela Paterson PWGM then 
delivered a wonderful solo rendition of 
This is the Moment to the Most Worthy 
Grand Matron elect.

The Installing Officer Sister Watt 
IPMWGM, Bro Smith IPMWGP Grand 
Chaplain, and Sister Helen McLaughlan 

PMWGP and brothers and sisters of the 
Order. 

A donation of $7,300 was made  
to CURE CANCER, the charity of the 
MWGM Sister Blanch Watt, the MWGP 
Bro Paul Smith and the Immediate Past 
Grand Officers. 

The Session Co-ordinator Sister Evelyn 
Hood PMWGM then detailed the very 
generous donation of $2,616,998 to some 

Charity is one of  
the core values  
of the Order...

The MWGM Sister Robin Riley 
and MWGP Bro Jonathan 

Nantes and the Worthy 
Grand Officer Bearers.
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PMWGM Grand Marshall performed 
their duties in a most capable, warm 
and sincere manner.

Sister Reily and Brother Nantes in 
their acceptance speeches thanked 
everybody for their support, encourage-
ment and best wishes, and affirmed that 
they will uphold the principles and 
values of the Order.  

Responses and congratulations  
were made by Sister Marilyn Auld 
Worthy Grand Matron Grand Chapter  
of NSW & ACT, Brother Spencer Swann 
Worthy Grand Patron Grand Chapter  
of Queensland and MW Bro Lesley 
Norman Hicks Grand Master UGL  
of NSW & ACT.

Retiring Worthy Grand Secretary 
Sister Elizabeth Taylor PDGM, and 
Retiring Assistant to the Worthy Grand 
Supplies Officer Sister Phyllis Dehn 
PWGM were both conferred with emeri-
tus status for their many years of service 
to the Order. 

The installation banquet, and musical 
entertainment by Mr Guy Walton closed 
out a wonderful afternoon and evening. 
The Session concluded on Sunday with 
a Thanksgiving Service conducted by  
Mr Graham Parker.  

The emblem of the Order is a five-
pointed star, the character-building 
lessons taught in the Order are stories 
inspired by the Biblical figures, Adah, 
Ruth, Esther, Martha and Electa.

Charity is one of the core values  
of the Order and the members devote 
many hours of work to help raise funds 
for worthy causes and less fortunate 
members of the community.

If you would like any Information on 
the Order of the Eastern Star, please refer 
to their site www.oesaustralia.org.au. 

290 Members  
of the order from  

all over Australian 
and the USA, 

together with visitors, 
family and friends 
were in attendance. 

MWGM and MWGP with Heads of Orders and partners. 

http://www.oesaustralia.org.au
https://www.acornstairlifts.com.au
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OES funds nurses By Norah Mitchell PWDGM Wollongong Chapter No 59

OES Nursing 
Scholarship

The $7,000 dollar a year scholar-
ship supports a student study-
ing the three-year Bachelor of 
Nursing degree, making it the 

largest nursing scholarship at UOW.

The partnership will fund single 
student scholarships for students from 
low socio-economic backgrounds with 
ties to the Illawarra.

Janelle Love, Worthy Matron for The 
Order of the Eastern Star Wollongong 
Chapter 59, said that through the schol-
arship the Chapter will be supporting 
the next generation of nurses who may 
otherwise not fulfill their dreams.

‘When the idea of a scholarship was 
first proposed, our members greeted it 
with enthusiasm,’ WM Love said.

The Order of the Eastern Star Wollongong Chapter 59 has 
founded a decade long, $200,000 nursing scholarship at 
the University of Wollongong (UOW).

its recipients, which would, in turn, 
benefit the wider community.

‘Nurses are absolutely fundamental 
to the wellbeing of our society,’ Professor 
McLaughlin said.

‘We need nurses from all walks of 
life, passionate about caring for others, 
making a difference and advocating for 
their patients.

‘Helping students who are experienc-
ing disadvantage to fulfil their potential 
and become the next generation of nurses 
is an incredibly worthy cause.’

‘It was a natural progression to pursue 
this with our own local University, which 
has always had an outstanding academic 
reputation.

‘During our discussions with the UOW 
team, it was very clear early on that the 
medical field, in particular nursing, was 
where our focus would be.

‘If we have learnt nothing else in the 
past two years, it is that our nurses are 
on the frontline 24/7, and it is hoped 
that this scholarship will encourage and 
support those who have a vocation for 
nursing to embrace it as a career.’

Professor Eileen McLaughlin, 
Executive Dean of the Faculty of 
Science, Medicine and Health, said the 
scholarship would change the lives of 
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Brethren, check 
your health!   

Early detection of disease may 
prevent more serious problems 
from occurring and it is recom-
mended that you talk to your 

doctor to find out what is needed to 
keep healthy. Do not wait until symp-
toms appear.

If you don’t see a doctor on a regular 
basis here are some simple guidelines to 
consider.

Men under 40
The following possible problems should 
be considered – relationship difficulties, 
drug and alcohol issues, overweight, 
skin cancers, mental health and injuries.

Recommendations – A physical 
exam by your doctor every two years, 
including blood pressure checks, choles-
terol test, blood glucose check for diabe-
tes, skin exam for cancers (men 
generally spend more time outdoors), 
dental exam every year and an immuni-
sation review every ten years or less.

Men 40–49
Consider – Respiratory illness and lung 
cancer, diabetes, drug and alcohol issues, 
overweight, melanoma and mental illness.

Recommendations – A physical 
exam every year including blood pres-
sure checks, height and weight, blood 
glucose test for diabetes (if you have 

Good health is a major item of concern in today’s modern 
world but how often do you give your body a quick check?

disease, ECG heart trace as recommended 
by your doctor, test for diabetes, annual 
prostate checks for prostate cancer, 
screening for bowel cancer every two 
years, annual screening for skin cancer, 
bone density test, annual eye and dental 
checks, hearing screen every two years, 
pneumonia vaccination at 65 and then as 
recommended by your doctor.

These health checks are only meant 
as a guideline and the suggested proce-
dures may depend on your work, age, 
and family history. However, the main 
recommendation is not to wait until 
symptoms appear but to regularly prac-
tice preventative health and enjoy a 
healthy life.

high blood pressure and high choles-
terol), skin and dental exam every year, 
body examination for lumps.

Men 50–65
Consider – Heart disease, high blood 
pressure and stroke, diabetes, over-
weight, drug and alcohol issues, respira-
tory illness and lung cancer, bowel, 
prostate and skin cancers, mental health 
and wellbeing.

Recommendations – A physical 
exam by your GP every year including 
blood pressure checks, height and 
weight, regular cholesterol test for cardi-
ovascular disease, ECG heart trace every 
3–5 years as recommended by your 
doctor, screening for bowel cancer every 
two years including colonoscopy, pros-
tate checks annually, skin exam, bone 
density tests, eye vision and dental tests.

Men 65 years and over
Consider – Heart disease, high blood 
pressure and stroke, overweight, diabe-
tes, drug and alcohol issues, lung cancer, 
respiratory illness, bowel, prostate and 
skin cancers, erectile difficulties, mental 
health and wellbeing.

Recommendations – A physical exam 
by your GP every year including checks 
on blood pressure, height and weight, 
cholesterol test for cardiovascular 

Look after yourself By RW Bro Ted Simmons

Got old
regalia?
The Hornsby and Ku-Ring-Gai Masonic 
Association is collecting, reconditioning 
and on-selling spare and used Grand 
Lodge and Craft regalia. 

Funds raised go to local charities!
Contact VW Bro Brian Samson:
Email: bsamson@optusnet.com.au
Mobile: 0414 704 807

OVER $3,000  
RAISED SO FAR – THANK YOU!

mailto:bsamson%40optusnet.com.au?subject=


Lodge history By W Bros Kim Nielsen and Martin Bowen

Enactors of one of the oldest  
masonic traditions

The RER adopted its current 
structure in 1778. It arose  
out of the remnants of Baron 
von Hund’s ‘Rite of Strict 

Observance’ (c.1754). A masonic  
convention held at Kohlo (now Bruny, 
Poland) in 1772 decided to reorganise 
that Rite and it subsequently became 
imbued with the Martinist philosophy 
of Jean-Baptiste Willermoz (c1730–1824), 
as he was the principal author of the 
rituals. 

Our RER-influenced Lodge places 
emphasis on promoting a strong sense 
of community by fostering fraternity, 
benevolence, charity, and the spirit of 
service in its members.

What Makes Lodge  
John Williams unique? 
Lodge John Williams’ members are 
permitted to wear the unique regalia  

Lodge John Williams No 148 has been granted authority by the 
United Grand Lodge of NSW & ACT to work the Craft degrees 
of the Rectified Scottish Rite (RER or Rite Écossais Rectifié). 

Unlike most lodges within NSW and 
ACT, where ritual is memorised, RER 
ritual is read in a solemn manner to 
ensure conformity to the ritual. This is the 
standard practice in the majority of lodges 
in the non-English speaking masonic 
world. Lastly, although not practiced at 
Lodge John Williams, there are three 
more degrees within the RER, all gov-
erned by the Great Priory of Belgium.

Local history of  
Lodge John Williams
The Lodge was named after RW Bro 
John Williams, who at that time was 
District Grand Master of the colony of 
New South Wales under the jurisdiction 
of the United Grand Lodge of England 
and served in that office for sixteen 
years. Born at Ballymena, County 
Antrim Northern Ireland in 1819, he 
emigrated to New South Wales arriving 
on 30 October 1839.

Lodge John Williams is the oldest 
Lodge in the Randwick and Eastern 
Suburbs area. The Lodge was first formed 
under the United Grand Lodge of England 
and was number 2161 of that Constitution 

of the rite, which includes tricorn hats, 
gloves and masonic ceremonial swords. 
Further, the layout of the lodge is also 
slightly different, with both wardens 
sitting west as per the Moderns Lodge  
of England prior to unification in 1813 
as well as various Scottish workings. 
Interestingly, the ritual does not  
require deacons, instead the Director  
of Ceremonies undertakes most of the 
floor work.

September 202228

RER ritual is read  
in a solemn manner 
to ensure conformity 

to the ritual.
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Members of Lodge John Williams sporting their unique regalia
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with the first meeting of the Lodge  
held on 20 March 1886 in the Council 
Chambers, Randwick. RW Bro John 
Williams was present and presided 
over 19 Foundation members and the 
Installation of the Foundation 
Worshipful Master.

Both Lodge Randwick-Coogee No  
47 NSWC and Lodge John Williams No 
2161 EC met at the Masonic Temple at 
Randwick Town Hall Council Chambers 
from 4 May 1886 until 22 April 1891. 
During that period, Lodge Randwick-
Coogee No 47 surrendered its Charter 
and amalgamated with John Williams 
on 19 December 1888.

On 15 September 1886 a warrant 
was received establishing the Lodge as 
Lodge John Williams No 2161 of the 
English Constitution. This Warrant is 
signed by the Prince of Wales, Albert 
Edward, Grand Master, who later 
became His Majesty King Edward VII. 
Before this the Lodge had been working 
under a dispensation issued by RW Bro 
John Williams which was returned to 
the District Grand Secretary on receipt 
of the official warrant.

At a meeting on 18 September 1888 
the Articles of Union between English, 
Scottish and NSW constitutions were 
read, and His Excellency, RW Bro Lord 
Carrington PC GCMG was installed as 
the first Grand Master of the United 
Grand Lodge of New South Wales.

Meetings of the amalgamated 
lodges, John Williams and Randwick-
Coogee were resumed in the Town 
Hall at Randwick on 27 May 1891 and 
continued there until 1 August 1921.

From the 10 March 1979, Lodge 
John Williams along with Lodge 
Randwick-Coogee, Lodge Coogee No 
322, Lodge Doncaster No 443, and 
Lodge Booralee No 202, fell under the 
governance of the United Grand Lodge 
of NSW and ACT. In December 1979 
Lodge John Williams moved to the 
newly formed Eastern Suburbs 
Masonic Centre, 199 Anzac Parade, 
Kensington where they held their first 
meeting on 18 February 1980 and 
continue to meet to this day.

To witness Lodge John Williams’ 
unique ritual please contact lodgejw148 
@gmail.com at the Eastern Suburbs 
Masonic Centre, Kensington opposite 
the Doncaster Hotel. The Lodge meets 
on the first Friday of the month.

Calling country lodges By VW Bro Owen Sandry

Country and  
regional lodges: 
we need your 
stories!
Freemasonry may have its secrets, but the great work  
that our country and regional lodges do should not be  
kept a secret! 

Every lodge is a part of our wonder-
ful NSW and ACT jurisdiction, and 
our Freemason magazine repre-
sents us all.

From debutante balls to community 
work to special lodge meetings or pres-
entations, the jurisdiction wants to  
share in your successes and celebrations. 
As the tradies say, ‘No story is too big or 
too small’.

It’s really easy to submit an article to 
Freemason magazine. First ensure you 
have some good quality photos, then put 
some words together that tell the story. 

then pop it into an email to freemason@
masons.org.au. Please check you have 
included your contact details, so we can 
reach you if necessary. Don’t worry if you 
can’t write like a journalist – we have 
wordsmiths here at Freemason who can 
tidy up a story. 

So, if you have a story that’s suitable 
for Freemason, whether from Bourke or 
Ballina, Balranald or Bombala, we would 
love the opportunity to share it with our 
readers. 

This is your magazine, and we’d love  
to publish your stories!

mailto:lodgejw148%20%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:lodgejw148%20%40gmail.com?subject=
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Beyond the Craft By VW Bro Alan Gale

Knightly Orders
In part three of the series discussing those degrees and Orders 
that lie Beyond the Craft, VW Bro Alan Gale covers three Knightly 
Orders: Orders where a concept of Knighthood prevails as does a 
requirement for a belief in the Christian faith and in some cases,  
a desire to defend it against all attackers.

Royal Order 
of Scotland 

regalia
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In the case of the Royal Order of 
Scotland, it is a reaction against the 
‘universalisation’ and heavy purging 
and editing of the ceremonies of 

Speculative Masonry that took place in 
England between 1717 and 1813.

The Ancient and  
Accepted Scottish Rite
There are two bodies representing this 
Order in the jurisdiction: the Supreme 
Council of Australia of the Ancient  
and Accepted Scottish Rite for Australia 
and the NSW Province of the Supreme 
Council for Scotland of the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite. Both work the 
same Rite but use different ceremonies. 
In short, the Australian ceremony is not 
as florid as the Scottish. It’s a bit like 
comparing Anglican and Greek 
Orthodox church services.

This Rite of 33 degrees, controlled by 
various Supreme Councils throughout 
the world, is probably the reference point 
for many people who erroneously claim 
there are 33 degrees in Freemasonry. 
Practices and administrations vary  
considerably among the jurisdictions.

The Rite has its origin in the period 
following the changes in the Craft which 
opened Freemasonry to men of all faiths. 
Its development was both haphazard and 
varying in the number of degrees. The 
first reference to the Rite appears in 
French records where the word Ecossais 
(meaning Scottish) is found. During the 
1600s, when the British Isles were torn 
by religious and political strife, many 
Scots (including their kings) fled to 
France and continued their masonic 
pursuits. This influence contributed to 
the use of the word Scottish. There is a 
discredited theory the exiled King of 
Scotland styled himself Grand Master 
and licensed a series of degrees, hence 
Scottish Rite.

Records from the 1700s show activity 
of the Rite in Bordeaux, France, from 
whence it spread to the West Indies  
and then to the American colonies.  
The first Supreme Council was formed at 
Charleston, USA in 1801 and the content 
of its rituals is heavily influenced by the 
writings of Albert Pike. From Charleston, 
it spread throughout the world.

Although the Rite has its own first 
three degrees, in territories where a 

three ‘universal’ Chapters of the 
Australian Supreme Council meeting in 
Sydney where the Christian faith 
requirement does not apply.

Further information
Scottish Province of NSW

Contact: Arthur Macken 
Phone: 0438 767 264 
Email: pgs.nsw@scottishrite.com.au

Scottish Rite for Australia

Contact: Dominic de Candia 
Phone: 9267 2089 
Email: gsg@scottishrite.org.au

Grand Lodge of the Craft exists the three 
degrees of that body are taken as their 
equivalent. (Putting this another way: 
whilst the Rite has the ability to initiate, 
pass and raise, it chooses not so to do in 
jurisdictions where it is in amity with 
the Grand Craft Lodge.) In NSW, two 
Lodges demonstrate the first three 
AASR degrees: The Zetland Lodge of 
Australia No 9 and Lodge France No 
1021 and are both well worth a visit.

The degrees worked are the 18th (Rose 
Croix) and 30th (Knight Kadosh) with the 
intermediary degrees in each case being 
conferred (and explained further either 
by lecture, publication or demonstration). 
The 31st and 32nd degrees are worked  
in both the Australian and Scottish 
Constitutions, again with variations  
in the ceremonies. In the Scottish, all 
degrees above the 18th are considered 
promotions for service rendered. In both 
cases, the 33rd degree is a leadership 
position.

As with most degrees additional to the 
Craft, these provide a different approach 
to the lessons taught therein and in all 
Scottish and all but three Australian 
chapters with a strong Christian empha-
sis. Thus the allegory of the passage of 
man from darkness to light (or ignorance 
to wisdom) is retold with emphasis on 
the three theological virtues as guides (in 
the 18th) or the need to oppose fanati-
cism in all its forms while protecting 
innocence and virtue (in the 30th).

Qualification for Membership
Master Mason of two years in Good 
Standing and a believer in the Christian 
faith and the Holy Trinity. There are 

As with most  
degrees additional  

to the Craft,  
these provide a  

different approach  
to the lessons  

taught therein...

AASR  
30th degree 

collar jewel

mailto:gsg%40scottishrite.org.au?subject=
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or Grand Master of a Great Priory of 
Knight Templars he is entitled to receive 
the distinction of Knight Grand Cross  
of Honour and is presented with a 
coloured jewel for each Order over 
which he has presided.

The colours are blue for the Craft, red 
for the Royal Arch, purple for the 
Cryptic Council and white for the 
Knights Templar. These are termed 
Quadrants.

Qualifications for Membership
By invitation to candidates who have 
been: Worshipful Master of a Craft 
Lodge, First Principal of a Royal Arch 
Chapter, A Thrice Illustrious Master of  
a Cryptic Council and a Preceptor of a 
Knights Templar Preceptory.

Further Information
Contact: Richard Pickering 
Phone: 0418 236 307 
Email: r.pickering@bigpond.com

Royal Order of Scotland
The ritual of the first degree of this 
Order gives the reason for its formation: 
‘to correct the errors and reform the 
abuses that had crept into the three 
Craft degrees.’

Essentially this means its ritual is an 
archive of some of the original Christian 
symbolism in Freemasonry that was 
deleted in the 1720s. The Order is proud 
of the fact that it preserves – in an origi-
nal form – an interpretation of 
Speculative Masonry that has survived 
unchanged by the massive purging and 
editing process that took place in 
England between 1717 and 1813.

There is evidence of the Order being 
worked as early as 1741 in London, 
from whence it moved to Scotland, 
where a Grand Lodge of the Order was 
formed in 1767. This remains the sole 
controlling body for the Order through-
out the world: in all other countries (or 
geographical areas) the ruling and 
degree working body is a Provincial 
Grand Lodge subservient to Scotland. 
The King of Scots remains the heredi-
tary Grand Master and a seat is reserved 
for him (complete with the requisite 
symbols of royalty) at all meetings.

The first degree is a true initiatory 
rite as, apart from re-examining much of 
Freemasonry from a Christian perspec-
tive, it contains a ‘crossing the bridge’ 
section and a figurative journey from an 
old life of ignorance to a new life of 
wisdom. The second, a Rose Croix type 
of degree, has similarity of intent with 
other knighthood degrees in that it 
relies on discourse to convey its philo-
sophical tenets.

The ritual of the Royal Order of 
Scotland is nothing less than intense 
and deeply symbolic. It is considered to 
be the oldest continual and most origi-
nal ritual being worked in the world. It 
contains recognisable references and 
elements from many other Orders, in 
which can be easily traced elements  
of Craft, Royal Arch, Rose Croix and 
Templar Masonry with plenty of unique 
material of its own. The style of the 
ritual is truly unique, and the Christian 
interpretation of Speculative 
Freemasonry has many layers of sym-
bolism. One of the charms of the Order 

is that the ritual is delivered in an 
ancient versified and metric form as a 
dialogue between the presiding officer 
and his two wardens. Some of its 
charges have rhyming stanzas whilst 
others are in Shakespearean blank 
verse. When worked well and confi-
dently, it is a ritual tour de force.

Qualifications for Membership
Master Mason for five years and of Good 
Standing with a belief in the Christian 
Holy Trinity.

Further Information
Contact: John Anderson 
Phone: 0417 416 036 
Email: jbanderson44@hotmail.com

Knights of the York  
Cross of Honour
This exclusive Order was formed in 
Monroe, North Carolina on 13 March 
1930. Two months later, the Convent 
General of the United States of America 
was formed to administer the Order. 

Membership in the Knights of the 
York Cross of Honour is by invitation to 
suitably qualified candidates and 
cannot be applied for.

Knights of the York Cross of Honour 
(KYCH) are masons who have served 
Freemasonry in the Craft, the Royal 
Arch, the Knights Templar and the 
Cryptic Rite and have dedicated them-
selves to that service as a labour of love.

The meaning of membership in 
KYCH can best be explained by a closing 
statement of Most Eminent Knight 
Donald E. Friend, Grand Master General, 
at his Convent General Session in 1995.

‘As a Knight of the York Cross of 
Honour, you are a proven servant of the 
Masonic Fraternity. Your inspiration has 
come from your past, your duty is in the 
present, your hope is in the future. I ask 
you always to remember – in all you do, 
in all you say, in all your actions, take a 
good look at yourself: you are someone’s 
impression of Freemasonry.’

If a member has served as the leader 
in any of the required Orders, such as 
Grand Master of the Craft, Most 
Excellent First Grand Principal of the 
Royal Arch, Most Thrice Illustrious 
Master of the Cryptic Grand Council  

Royal Order 
of Scotland 
breast jewel

AASR 33rd 
degree jewel

mailto:r.pickering%40bigpond.com?subject=
mailto:jbanderson44%40hotmail.com?subject=
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A Tranquil history By RW Bro Khristianne Albano AGM

History at  
Tranquillity

The Installation was held in the 
presence of the Assistant Grand 
Master, RW Bro Khristianne 
Albano, who noted that the 

whole evening was replete with history.

The Warrant issued by Grand Lodge 
was prominently displayed in the East, 
beside the original Charter issued by 
Edward, Prince of Wales, later King 
Edward VII, who was then the Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of England. 
The original charter is dated 3 June 1875 
and was superseded in 1888. A curious 
difference can be seen in the two war-
rants. The original spelling of Tranquility 
with a single ‘l’ in 1875 changed to the 
current spelling of Tranquillity in 1888, 
with the formation of the UGL of NSW 
when the Lodge surrendered its English 
Charter and became The Lodge of 
Tranquillity No 42 UGL of NSW.

The AGM commented on other his-
torical items: the perpetual Worshipful 
Master’s Jewel and the perpetual IPM’s 
Jewel, which were both made of gold set 
with diamonds, had first been presented 
in 1925 and 1899 respectively. 

The attendance of the Worshipful 
Masters and brethren from two lodges 
who trace their origins from Lodge of 
Tranquillity added to the enjoyable 
recollection of past events:

 R Mark Owen No 828 – On 8 December 
1938, a unique Initiation occurred 
when W Bro Mark Owen occupied 
the Chair of Lodge Tranquillity and 
initiated his youngest and seventh 
son, Septimus Owen, aged 18. The 
other six sons of W Bro Mark Owen 

The Installation of Lodge of Tranquillity was held on 18 May 
at the Bondi Masonic Centre and was a continuation of 
the recent interesting history of the lodge. 

were present and took active roles in  
the ceremony:

 R W Bro Victor Bocioc (2015–16) 
– Sponsor

 R W Bro Isaac Douek (2016–17) – DC
 R W Bro Dan Umali (2017–18) – IG
 R W Bro James Sorrell (2018–19) 

– Secretary
 R W Bro Robert Jurukovski (2019–21) 

– Sponsor
 R W Bro Stefan Angheluta (2021–22) 

– Installing Master

Congratulations to the Tranquillit-
arians and their guests for becoming  
part of the living history of the Lodge  
of Tranquillity at the Installation that 
marked the lodge’s 147th year.

occupied the various offices of the 
Lodge. In 1951, Lodge Mark Owen No 
828 was consecrated in memory of 
W Bro Mark Owen, who died in 1946. 
The relationship of both Lodges as 
mother and daughter lodges 
continues. 

 R Harold Herman Unity No 428 –  
A lodge named Lodge Harold Ellis 
Herman No 428 was formed in  
1922 to honour one of Lodge of 
Tranquillity’s brethren. It is unusual 
for a lodge to be named after a Master 
Mason, however this was authorised 
to honour Bro Herman’s supreme 
sacrifice on Gallipoli in August 1915. 
Now known as Lodge Harold Herman 
Unity No 428, it has always had a 
close relationship with Tranquillity.

The AGM commended the brethren 
for continuing to build on the Lodge’s 
rich history. Previous Past Masters of 
Tranquillity over the last seven years 

The new 
WM,W Bro 

Ismar Pasic

http://www.terrymccallum.com.au


102 and a half  
at Jerusalem

The August Installation drew a 
crowd just under 100, attracted 
three Past Grand Masters (one 
from Victoria) and marked the 

Lodge’s two and a half years of existence 
by paying tribute to 100 years of masonic 
endeavour (or maybe 150 if it’s a tally of 
jewels presented).

The installation of RW Bro Rodney 
Cohen PSGW as the Lodge’s third 
Worshipful Master was a very ‘at home’ 
event.  Foundation Master MW Bro James 
Melville represented the UGL of NSW 
and the ACT and of course the second 
Master, RW Bro Mohamad Nahas PAGM 
was the Installing Master.

Past Grand Master Gregory 
Levenston (foundation IPM) joined the 
delegation as did Victorian Past Grand 
Master MW Bro Hillel Benedykt (a 
member of RW Bro Cohen’s Victorian 
mother lodge, Lodge Tradition).

Tribute was also paid to two masons 
who marked 50 years’ membership:   
RW Bros Joseph Haffner PDGM and 
Frank Ingersole PJGW.

In a tribute rarely seen, RW Bro 
Haffner was presented with two 50-year 
jewels, marking his service to this juris-
diction and also the Grand Lodge of 
Israel.  

A one time Grand Librarian, RW Bro 
Haffner was also the editor of the long 
running Pillars of Light – a masonic 
research magazine – as well as the insti-
gator of many research initiatives and 
the willing answerer of questions about 
Freemasonry from visitors to the Grand 
Lodge Library.

Originally intended to be a ‘second 
lodge’, it has quickly started attracting 
its own initiates – three of whom  
presented the Working Tools at the 
Installation and took office, making the 
Lodge truly one of youth and experience 
combining to meet in the grand design 
of being happy and communicating 
happiness.

Described as the ‘godfather’ of Lodge 
Jerusalem, he was also praised for his 
tenacious approach to the founding of 
the Lodge and commitment to its ideals 
of mutual respect and acceptance of 
religious differences.

RW Bro Ingersole was recognised  
for his immense contribution to many 
lodges as well as to the broader Guilford 
community.

Lodge Jerusalem is the Jurisdiction’s second youngest 
Lodge but is clearly punching above its weight.
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Lodge Jerusalem By VW Bro Alan Gale

50 year jewel recipients RW Bros Joe Haffner and Frank 
Ingersole with  MW Bros Jamie Melville PGM and Greg 

Levenston PGM, installing master RW Bro Mohamad 
Nahas PAGM and new master RW Bro Rod Cohen PSGW

A packed SMC Lodge Room 2 at the Jerusalem installation
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NSWS
ACT

NSWS
ACT

Send your masonic news by:

Email to: 
 freemason@masons.org.au

Post to: 
  The Secretary, Freemason Editorial Committee  

The United Grand Lodge of NSW & ACT  
PO Box A259, Sydney South NSW 1235

On the level
Sharing your stories from around the jurisdiction

Masonic news

Lodge Broughton attended the ANZAC 
ceremony in the town of Berry on the 
South Coast. Having received approval 
from the Grand Secretary to attend the 
ceremony in Craft regalia, Lodge 
Broughton proudly marched through the 
main street of Berry as masons. 

The march brought the presence of 
Freemasonry and Lodge Broughton to the 
attention of the Berry population and gen-
erated several enquiries and questions from 
the public. Everybody involved enjoyed the 
rare and memorable occasion.

Lodge Broughton No 131 

Berry’s masons  
walk tall and proud

The ceremony began with a short 
march down the main street of Berry and 
along Alexandra Street and ended in front 
of the War Memorial at the corner of the 
Showground, close to the Berry railway 
station. 

Masons marching in the ANZAC parade 
held in Berry.

L–R: RW Bro Ian Newbery WM with 
wreath, RW Bro Kevin Want Secretary, 
W Bro Keith Beresford, W Bro John 
Dyason DC and Bro John Wilmott

Lodge Cessnock No 252

Cessnock 
install
Lodge Cessnock continues in the news 
with a well-attended Installation meeting 
in June this year.

A cool night did not deter the many 
brethren who entered the lodge to see  
VW Bro Kevin Allen install his son Bro 
Kieron Allen into the Chair of King Solomon.

The Grand Master was represented by 
RW Bro Tom Muir PAGM whose great 
activity in the Hunter Valley is only 
exceeded by his great popularity. The GDC 
on the night, VW Bro Ben Tubridy, reports 
that the ritual was such that he had little 
to do and could really enjoy a stress-free 
and hospitable evening.

L–R: RW Bro Tom Muir PAGM, W Bro 
Kieron Allen
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It was a colourful affair at Lodge Army and 
Navy on 11 May when many of the breth-
ren got their mess dress out of mothballs 
for the long-awaited Installation of Bro 
Sgt Lachlan Youll. Like many others, 
Lachlan has been waiting a long time  
to take his place as Worshipful Master.

The Installing Master W Bro Dr Paul 
Cooper, who did a wonderful job, had 
taught the Grand Director of Ceremonies, 
VW Bro Joe Corrigan, at The Scots College 
some twenty years ago. Joe flew himself 
down from Surfers Paradise to guide 
proceedings.

The Grand Master was represented on 
the night by RW Bro Col. Hector Stewart 
Grant, a member of the Lodge and long-
time friend of the WM Elect. 

As an historically interesting sidenote, 
the new Master is a fifth generation 
Freemason with an unbroken lineage 

going back to his great-great-grandfather, 
W Bro John Youll who joined Masonry 
some 120 years ago and was a member of 
Lodge Peel and The Prince of Wales Lodge. 
Lachlan now follows in the steps of his 
brother and father as the Master of Lodge 
Army and Navy, and will be ably assisted 
by a new team of capable young men in 
governing a strong and progressive lodge.

Lachlan’s masonic lineage is:

Father W Bro Craig Youll, Lodge Seymour, 
The Prince of Wales Lodge and Lodge 
Army and Navy

Grandfather Bro Walter Harold Youll, 
Lodge Seymour

Great grandfather W Bro Walter Edward 
Youll, Lodge Bankers

Great great grandfather W Bro John 
Youll, Lodge Peel and The Prince of 
Wales Lodge

Lodge Army and Navy No 517 

Long-awaited  
installation of fifth  
generation mason

L–R: W Bro Maj. Jon Green, Bro Maj. Roland Millbank, Bro WO1 Paul Mostowyj, W Bro Sgt 
Lachlan Youll WM, W Bro Maj. Craig Youll and W Bro Lt. Col Schon Gordon

It’s no big deal in a big lodge but Leeton-
Yanco is not a big lodge and a new Master 
Mason is big news! At its March meeting 
Bro Ernie Ferrando was raised to the 
Sublime Degree of a Master Mason. Ernie 
has hardly missed a meeting since he was 
initiated back in March 2021.

The DGIW, VW Bro Roger Whitehead 
comments, ‘We are coming out of the 
shadow of COVID and new masons such 
as Ernie are just what we need to take us 
into the future.’

Lodge Leeton-Yanco No 313 

A bright 
MM in LY

Penny  
for your 
thoughts?
Let your brethren know what’s on 
your mind. We welcome all kinds of 
correspondence for publication in 
the pages of your magazine.

Email your letters, lodge activity 
reports or articles to freemason@
masons.org.au and share your ideas 
with masons across NSW!

mailto:freemason%40masons.org.au?subject=
mailto:freemason%40masons.org.au?subject=
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Lodge Corrective Services held  
its Installation on 25 March at the 
Blacktown Masonic Centre after a four 
month delay due to Covid restrictions.

The night was a resounding success 
with many masons eager to get back to 
Freemasonry after a long hiatus. An out-
standing total of 110 masons showed up 
for the occasion, including eight Installed 
Masters, eight fraternals and 34 Grand 
Lodge officers, including the Grand 
Master’s Representative, RW Bro Bill  
Driver PAGM, and the Grand Director of 
Ceremonies, VW Bro Edgar dela Cruz.

The work for the evening was the  
re-installation of VW Bro John Morton by 
VW Bro Max Cooper. The high standard of 
work made the ceremony a joy to witness. 

Another highlight of evening was the 
presentation of a jewel to our Masonic 
Caring Officer, Bro Trevor Burke. Trevor has 
worked tirelessly during the pandemic, 
checking the health and wellbeing of all 

Lodge Corrective Services No 1039

Big turnout for delayed installation

the members and indeed other masons 
almost every week.

Trevor has also taken on the job of 
social secretary for the Lodge and has 

L–R: RW Bro Bill Driver, Bro Trevor Burke, VW Bro Max Cooper

gone as far as travelling all the way to 
Broken Hill to arrange for LCS members 
and other brethren to have a meeting  
with Lodge Silver City in September.

The Castle Hill Masonic Centre has seen 
many special nights and the reinstallation 
of W Bro Dilip Nagpal in May continued the 
tradition. The Installing Master was W Bro 
Peter Tait and his high standard of work 
meant that the GDC, VW Bro Troy Gara 
AGDC had a relaxed evening.

RW Bro Roger Donsworth represented 
the Grand Master and added to the sin-
cerity and majesty of the evening.

Bro Ian Jagger celebrated 50 years 
membership in the Craft and received  
a well-deserved certificate and jewel. 
Congratulations, Ian.

W Bro John Gerber was also congratu-
lated on his 50 years as a member of the 
Order. Always great to see brethren achiev-
ing such a milestone and continuing to 
enjoy our beloved Craft.

Lodge Millennium No 2000

Lodge Millennium installation
L–R: Bro Ian Jagger, RW Bro Roger Donsworth PDGM 
and W Bro Dilip Nagpal
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A large attendance and the presence  
of numerous ladies and children made 
Lodge Parramatta City Daylight’s 27th 
installation very special. 

On a crisp June day at the Castle Hill 
Masonic Centre PCDL hosted 23 members, 

Lodge Parramatta City Daylight No 1014

Installation at  
Parramatta Daylight

55 visiting brethren and a delegation of 
23, led by RW Bro Brian Warde PDGM.

They witnessed an auspicious ceremony 
with W Bro Edgar Estoesta being installed 
in the Chair of King Solomon by the 
Installing Master, W Bro Darcy Calingao  

who clearly enjoyed his ritual with minimal 
assistance by the GDC, VW Bro Ben Tubridy.

RW Bro Warde mentioned that he had 
represented the Grand Master 150 times. 
Quite an achievement!

The festive board was graced by the 
company of eight ladies, seven children 
and numerous friends of the Lodge. More 
than 100 enjoyed a delicious lunch and 
everybody had a marvellous time.

L–R: RW Bros John Anderson,  John 
Davison and Brian Warde; the  WM,  
W Bro Edgar Estoesta and the Installing 
Master, W Bro Darcy Calingao

On 29 June, RW Bro Hugh Laird and RW 
Bro Rob Finlay travelled from Orange to 
Port Kembla to present Bro Tom Fenton 
with his 70-year Certificate. They were 
joined in the presentation by W Bro John 
Drinkwater of Lodge Illawarra.

Bro Tom Fenton was initiated in Lodge 
Illawarra on 8 July 1952 and moved to 

Lodge Canoblas Lewis No 806

Tom’s  
70 years

Orange in 1954. He affiliated with Lodge 
Canoblas Lewis No 806 in 1955 and has 
retained his membership there.

Tom’s father was a Past Master of 
Lodge Illawarra and was both a speculative 
and operative mason. Tom can remember 
going out in the bush with him to look for 
suitable stones to carve.

Tom, when a young man, would travel 
from Wollongong to Port Kembla to work. 
He would leave home early and call into the 
Wollongong RSL to teach dancing for an 
hour, then catch the train to Port Kembla 
where he worked as a fitter/machinist.

During the war years he made gun 
barrels but is unsure if they were for naval 
or artillery use. From Tom’s description they 
were probably about six metres long. Tom 
was 98 in February and has recently moved 
to Port Kembla to be closer to his daughter.

L–R: RW Bro Rob  
Finlay, Bro Tom Fenton 
and RW Bro Hugh Laird 
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Lodge Warringah had a special evening 
on 16 June 2022, with a Past Masters’ 
night, initiating Bro Michael Knowles, who 
is the father of Bro James Knowles of 
Lodge Morning Star No 410. 

Not often does a son get involved in 
his father’s initiation into the Craft, but in 
this instance, he helped to fill the gap of 
what was a missing link, to create four 
continuous generations of masons. 
Michael’s own father and grandfather 
were masons, and with his son Jason 
joining before him, there was a gap. The 
gap has now been filled and the Knowles 
family’s proud masonic tradition contin-
ues. It is nice to ponder the future and 
many enjoyable masonic experiences 
father and son can now have together in 
the coming years.

The chair was occupied by VW Bro 
Philip Davies, who, with Past Masters from 
Lodges Warringah, Middle Harbour and 
Morning Star, delivered an excellent ritual 
which left an indelible impression on the 
candidate. Michael’s son, James was also 
involved in the ritual, delivering one of the 
charges, and did a wonderful job that 
knitted the family bonds even tighter. 
Beautiful to watch.

The dinner in the South was a feast  
for the eyes and the taste buds and if you 
can go by the speeches and general chat 
amongst the brethren, everybody had an 
enjoyable evening.

Lodge Warringah No 83

A missing link

At the Queensland Grand Installation, the 
traditional Ladies Breakfast was replaced 
on this occasion with a 1920s themed 
fancy dress breakfast. MW Bro Les Hicks 
GM and Narelle threw their support 
behind the event.

This was the first time since 2019 that 
ALL the states and New Zealand were able 
to attend and support a Grand Installation. 
The event received great support with  
a full Masonic Centre for the installation 
and all the associated events were very 
well supported. 

NSW and ACT had a huge delegation 
which was very well received, the Grand 
Master, Deputy Grand Master-Designate, 
Assistant Grand Master-Designate, Grand 
Secretary and the Grand Treasurer were 
among the visitors... we are back!

Queensland Grand Lodge

A swingin’ 
Install

The Grand Master and wife Narelle at 
the themed breakfast held during the 
Queensland Grand Installation

Port Macquarie Daylight Lodge No 991

A very special Passing
At the July meeting of Port Macquarie 
Daylight Lodge the WM, W Bro Ken 
Hawks, had the privilege of passing Bro 
Jordan Young to the Fellowcraft Degree. 

What made it so special is that Jordan 
is the grandson of RW Bro Robert Battle 
(who smiled throughout the ceremony!) 
The passing took place in the presence of 
VW Bro Tony Spouse DGIW District 13.

L–R: W Bro Godfrey Reade WM, VW Bro 
Philip Davies, Bro Michael Knowles, Bro 
Jason Knowles, W Bro Matthew Harrison
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Just like Christmas in July, Lodge 
Warragamba has held what amounted  
to a Burns in July.

Most lodges that conduct a ‘haggis’ 
meeting do so in January, it being the 
birthday month of Bro Burns (25 January 
1759). However in 2021 the then WM of 
Lodge Warragamba, W Bro Adrian Wall 
– frustrated by the interruptions caused 
by Covid – suggested that it could of 
course be held whenever we wanted.  
So July became the new January.

July 2021 came and went with restric-
tions still in place, and like so many things, 
‘Burns in July’ got bumped further back.

Meanwhile the idea grew and grew and 
grew, soon evolving into the renamed Burns 
Spectacular, where the usual Address to 
the Haggis became only part of a multi- 
faceted festival: Highland dancers, a pipe 
band, and all embellished with poetry and 
songs by the Bard.

Lodge Warragamba also declared the 
event to be a fundraiser, with all proceeds 
going to the Nepean Blue Mountains 
Prostate Cancer Support Group.

The role of co-ordinating this ever- 
expanding extravaganza fell to the DC of 
the Lodge, VW Bro Terry McCallum, who 
thankfully wasn’t without some experi-
ence in organising large events.

Lodge Warragamba No 541

Lodge Warragamba’s 
Burns spectacular

The big day came, and guests entered 
a hall festooned with all things Scottish: 
flags, banners, tartan drapes, posters, 
streamers, and even a Traveller’s Table 
laden with titbits of traditional Scottish 
recipes prepared and donated by Lodge 
Warragamba’s brethren and families.

After an opening welcome from the 
Worshipful Master W Bro Steve Hardy, the 
night kicked off with a lovely display by 
the Southern Cross Highland Dancers. 
Seemingly weightless, their well-disci-
plined routines had them leaping like 
ballet dancers to their music. Sword 
dances, sailors’ hornpipes, the Highland 
Fling and all manner of traditional dancing 
styles were displayed – a wonderful crowd 
pleaser to start the evening.

This was followed by the stirring sound 
of pipes and drums from the Parramatta 
RSL Caledonian Pipe Band, who have been 
associated with Lodge Warragamba for 
some years. In they marched, forming up in 
the centre of the hall for several medleys. 
Their repertoire included old favourites like 
Scotland the Brave and Flower of Scotland, 
but also took a bit of a quirky twist to play 
Queen’s We Will Rock You and a whole 
medley of Australian folk favourites.

Then came the inevitable Address to 
The Haggis by VW Bro Terry McCallum. The 

Address was preceded by The Selkirk 
Grace recited by Mary Bell OAM. The  
presenter was accompanied by a goodly 
number of brethren in the Haggis Party: 
Haggis Bearer, multiple Sword Bearers, a 
Whiskey Carrier and a Piper. VW Bro 
McCallum commented on the growing 
size of the Haggis Party, suggesting it was 
likely inspired by the wee dram awaiting 
them at the end of the Address.

And yes, to cater for all guest require-
ments there was even an option of a 
vegan haggis.

Following the sumptuous feast, the 
lights were lowered to set the mood for a 
Burns love song – Red, Red Rose, sung by 
the delightful Miss Jessie Mitchell and 
accompanied by a solo guitar.

After more highland dancing, pipes and 
drums, the WM thanked everyone, and 
then followed that very well-known Burns 
piece, Auld Lang Syne. The MC, accompa-
nied by a lone piper, recited the full poem 
that few ever get to hear, finishing in 
full-throated song with the entry of the 
pipe band. Everyone linked arms and 
joined in the grand finale.

Everyone went home smiling. Who 
could ask for more?

VW Bro Terry McCallum with portrait 
of Robert Burns.

Brethren enjoying a ‘wee dram’!
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Bro Ernie Ferrando who was raised in 
March (see earlier article in On the Level) 
received his Master Mason’s certificate at 
the July meeting of Lodge Leeton-Yanco 
from VW Bro Roger Whitehead, DGIW of 
District 41 (located in the beautiful 
Riverina).

Ernie works as a butcher at the feed lot 
in Yanco.

Lodge Leeton-Yanco No 313 

A raising 
at Leeton 
Yanco

Lodge Woronora 414

A strong 
lodge in  
a strong 
district
The 100th installation meeting of Lodge 
Woronora at the Oatley Masonic Centre 
in June was a joyous occasion.

RW Bro Luis Reyes PSGW installed Bro 
Ken Arthurson into the chair of King 
Solomon, assisted in the Board of 
Installed Masters by brethren of local 
lodges: WB Dave Olshen, Lodge Oatley  
No 38; RW Bro Bill Welch, Lodge Rudyard 
Kipling No 143 and W Bro Nathan Taleb, 
Lodge Kilwinning No 13.

The Grand Master was represented by 
RW Bro William Sydney ‘Bill’ Casley PAGM 
who was ably assisted by the GDC VW Bro 
Benjamin Tubridy SGD.

Five members of the current Grand 
Lodge ceremonial team were in attend-
ance: RW Bro Sam Young RGC 3, VW Bro 
Dr Aladdin Matter DGIW D35, WBro Roland 
Martinez JGD, W Bro Clarence Reyes 

GSwdB, VW Bro Emmanuel Konitopoulos 
DGPur, and W Bro Dong Acosta GSTW.

A 70-year certificate and jewel were 
presented to the Treasurer, Bro Ray Stuart. 
Ray also read the Ancient Charges and 
Regulations and presented the Second 
Working Tools.

Master Mason certificates were pre-
sented to Bros Delfin Posada, Noel 
Villanueva, and Jason Benn.

There were 32 brethren in attendance 
at the Installation. forty brethren and 
ladies attended the installation banquet 
at the St George Masonic Club and 
enjoyed an excellent two-course meal.  
It is clear that the combination of experi-
ence and new Master Masons augurs well 
for the future of Lodge Woronora.

Bro Ernie Ferrando (left) with VW Bro 
Roger Whitehead DGIW D41

Trivia quiz answers
1 – 1984. 2 – Kookaburra. 3 – Quentin 
Bryce. 4 – Bergamot. 5 – Vitamin C.  
6 – Cumulonimbus. 7 – Talk or 
chatter. 8 – Flax. 9 – Hats.  
10 – Hawkesbury River. 11 – Blood 
pressure. 12 – A metre. 13 – Cats.  
14 – Soup. 15 – Town Hall, Wynyard, 
Circular Quay, St James, Museum

 L–R: VW Bro Aladdin Matter, Bros Delfin Posada & Noel Villanueva, RW Bro Bill Casley, Bro 
Jason Benn and RW Bro Sam Young

 L–R: RW Bro Bill Casley 
and Bro Ray Stuart
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ASIL prize giving By A Start in Life 

Celebrating our students

It was a small ceremony attended by 
some local students, their families and 
a small number of Sydney-based sup-
porters. Nine awards were presented 

for a range of achievements from the 
latest school year, ranging from academic 
success to humanitarian efforts and 
more. The ever-growing smile on the  
face of each student and their families  
as their accomplishments were read out 
was just one of many examples of the 
pride felt by them and observed by all. 
Equally wonderful were moments like 
witnessing the loving embrace one 
mother gave her son after he received his 
award. The sense of accomplishment,  
joy and community made it a day to 
remember and showcased the benefits  
of support provided by so many within 
the Freemasonry community. Thank you 
for making this possible. While further 
awards are to be presented in areas 

A Start in Life held its Annual Prize Giving Ceremony earlier this year to 
celebrate the hard work and achievements of students assisted in 2021. 

average mark of 81.50%. Bea was  
proactive in attaining such grades,  
using monthly and weekly calendars to 
plan tasks and manage her time. With 
numerous group projects in her course, 
she showed initiative when she led the  
organisation of the groups, thereby 
ensuring they were able to keep on top  
of everything and manage the high  
work load. 

A Start in Life Prize for 
Artistic Achievement

Ella, Year 10 in 2021
Ella is a talented artist who did excep-
tionally well in Visual Arts, achieving  
an A and ‘outstanding effort’ rating in 
both Semesters 1 and 2 in 2021. In her 
Semester 2 report, Ella’s teacher 

outside Sydney very soon, we  
are delighted to share some of the 
achievements celebrated on the day. 

Lodge Ionic Jubilee Prize  
for Most Improved

Bea, Bachelor of Design in Fashion 
and Textiles/Bachelor of Creative 
Intelligence and Innovation
Bea is to be congratulated for her 
improved grades in 2021 and for  
achieving the goal she set to increase  
her motivation and effort across all of  
her learning. Bea’s hard work resulted in  
her achieving a Distinction in all six units 
she studied in 2021, with an impressive 

Alan Hislop, from 
Lodge Ionic, 

presenting Bea 
with her prize

One of Ella’s 
remarkable 

artworks
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commended her enthusiasm, diligence 
and continuous improvements, saying 
‘Ella has demonstrated an exceptional 
skill level… she also displays an excel-
lent understanding of the conceptual 
framework and artist’s practice and how 
it informs an artwork analysis. Ella is 
encouraged to continue pursuing art in 
her own time to ensure her talent as an 
artist is always growing.’

Stanley Pendall Prize  
for Significant Uplift

Bo, Year 8 in 2021
Bo had been struggling with 
Mathematics and English when our 
assistance first began. Since receiving 
our individualised support, he has 
worked hard and made amazing 
improvements in 2021. His Semester  
2 report showed Bo had improved by 
two grades in Maths and his teacher 
congratulated his positive attitude  
and perseverance. His mother, also 
delighted, told us ‘I was crying yesterday 
at how he passed Maths. This was a 
huge goal. This is the first time ever he’s 
done so well!’ In English, he also made 
substantial improvements and obtained 
a B, with his teacher commenting ‘Bo is 
a well-mannered and diligent student… 
he has been proactive in his efforts and 
is to be commended on his resilience in 
achieving very pleasing results.’ 

Bo receiving his prize from Bruce 
Sheldrick of Artarmon Masonic Hall 

Book review By W Bro Kim Nielsen

By Jacob Sadilek MSc and Jitka Lněničková   
reviewed by W Bro Kim Nielsen 

BOHEMIAN MASONIC GLASS 

What an absolute pleasure it  
has been reading the Bohemian 
Masonic Glass book for this review. 
This hardcover book, printed on 
quality heavy gloss paper, is 
well-researched, well-referenced 
and very professionally produced, 
richly endowed with beautiful  
illustrations and high-quality 
photography. 

The book is a result of more than  
20 years of research, collecting and  
collaboration between the two authors, 
Jacob Sadilek and Jitka Lněničkov.  
The bilingual book, in Czech and English, 
covers the subjects of early Table Lodge 
and Masonic Dining Customs, Models of 
Masonic Symbols on Glass and Three 
Centuries of Masonic Glass. There are also 
informative sections explaining what is 
not masonic glass and a comprehensive 
overview of masonic symbols.

The book also contains a great deal  
of information about the history of 
Freemasonry in the Czech lands.

The subject may not at first seem of 
interest, but when looking through the 
book and seeing the beautiful examples 
displayed, you soon appreciate the beauty 
and attraction of the subject.

It is well worth a read and inclusion in 
any collection of masonic history, symbol-
ism and beauty.

Publisher: Graphiurs, Praha 2020 ISBN: 978-80-905387-0-2 
To order a copy of the book, email author jacob@sadilek.org

A beaker of clear colourless glass partly 
yellow stained, cut décor and 
engraving. Circa 1830

A beaker of clear colourless glass with 
red staining. 1862
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Letters to the Editor

paradox: a foundation stone of Masonry 
(religious belief) is an unbreakable object, 
and the decrease in religious belief now 
appears to be an unstoppable force. The 
ABS reports that the 2021 census shows 
that the most popular religion was Christi-
anity (43.9%). However, closely behind was 
No religion (38.9%), which in previous cen-
suses has been the fastest growing religion, 
i.e., there is a large portion of the popula-
tion that does not subscribe to faith. If we 
combine the four most common religions 
(apart from No religion), only 52.2% of the 
population are accounted for. Further, 
Christianity has significantly decreased 
since 1971, with a modest increase in other 
faiths, and a massive uptick in No Religion. 
Additionally, in NSW 33.2% and in the ACT 
44.2% of the state/territory population 
identify as non-religious. Interestingly, the 
age group where we would like to see an 
increase in membership (to secure the 
longevity of Masonry), has the highest 
increase of ‘no religious affiliation’, i.e., 
almost half (48.4%) of people aged 25–34 
years said that they have No religion. 

Now considering 49.3% of the population 
are male, and a significant number under 
the age of 40 years live within cities, (the 
opposite of those over 50), there is under-
standable concern about the viability of 
Freemasonry in regional townships. In NSW, 
Greater Sydney had a younger age distribu-
tion than the rest of NSW, reflecting the 
pattern of young adults moving to capital 
cities for education and to find work. Given 
the limited ‘pool’ of potential members, we 
must consider how to attract membership 
from this shrinking group. Of course, there 
are additional challenges and considera-
tions. But I posit this view of a changing 
Australia, so that we can objectively assess 
our current position, a position that 
requires change. We need to adapt,  
or Freemasonry will crumble to time. 

W Bro Max Katz-Barber
Lodge Cessnock No 252

the regular members coming together 
and enjoying themselves once more.

The members were very happy to support 
the Association with this donation to the 
kids.

RW Bro Tony Maiorana
Lodge Trinity No 666

*  The Association Regione Lazio is a 
social club originally founded by Italians 
from the Lazio region. It provides social 
events for members, promotes Italian 
culture and raises money for charity.
Secretary: Tony Maiorana  
tonymaiorana@hotmail.com

The census and the 
future of membership

 Although not a religion, Free-
masonry requires members to 

have a faith. The belief in a higher power or 
supreme being, appears in various masonic 
forms and the details are generally not 
required on a membership application.

However, this religious requirement does 
lead into one issue within Freemasonry 
– the current number of members.  
What I describe here is the irresistible force 

Fond memories

 Reading about an installation  
at Taralga in the June issue of 

Freemason brought back many memories 
of my association with the masonic lodge.

I was installed as Worshipful Master of 
Lodge Banksmeadow No 397 (Mascot) in 
August 1965. I was employed at the time 
as an administrative officer in the New 
South Wales Police Department and part 
of my duties was relieving in the country.  
I always took my masonic apron with me, 
and it was a form of relaxation to visit 
country lodges in a strange country town.

In July 1966 I was relieving at Parkes and 
visited Lodge Star of the East. I met the 
Worshipful Master of Lodge Tallimba who 
advised me that on 9 July the lodge was 
conducting its installation and invited me 
to attend. I attended and was made most 
welcome. It also opened the door to visit 
other lodges in the area.

In other words, when any mason is visiting 
a country centre as part of his official 
duties, and he feels lonely, visit a lodge.

I worked in several country stations and 
always took my apron with me, and it 
opened many doors.

Brian Inman, Past Master
Lodge Oorana No 1053

Masonic influence?

 I am the Secretary of the 
Association Regione Lazio* with 

over 300 members in Sydney, nine of whom 
are masons. It’s fair to say that the masons 
punch above their weight when it comes to 
organising charity. Earlier in June, the 
Association Committee organised a lunch 
with 130 members in attendance. On the 
day the Association donated $5,000 to the 
Sydney Children’s Hospitals Foundation.

After two years of the Association being 
inactive due to Covid it was great to see 

L–R: Bro Benito Berti, RW Bro Tony 
Maiorana, Ms Melanie Russo (Sydney 
Children’s Hospitals Foundation) and 
VW Bro Rolando D’Arcangeli

mailto:tonymaiorana%40hotmail.com?subject=
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15 16

17 18

19
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Across
1 Gives a token “Yes” to arch support (8)

5 Develop from the first woman, head over 
heels in endless love (6)

9 Icon a lad found relates to the  
deacons (8)

10 Firstly, Clerk of Petty Session’s aim is  
to dish up lobster (6)

12 Silent types may join up (6)

13 Ladies order a certain flower (8)

15 He answered in or about the West (6, 6)

19 & 24 Favourably spoken of with a rugged, 
poor footnote (6, 2, 4, 6)

22 Ethical criteria raised low alarm (5, 3)

24 See 19 across

26 Unauthenticated historical story about 
member termination (6)

27 Faithfulness upset a tidy life (8)

28 Phonetic letter written between 
Shakespeare’s character dances (6)

29 Abstruse? So recite it another way (8)

Down
2 Treasurer’s option for payment of dues is 

early, before 3rd of May (6)

3 Contents of glory box thrown out as user 
is flustered (9)

4 & 25 Close call beside young lass (4, 4)

6 Six start car for man of the cloth (5)

7 Wowser’s substitute for the demon ale (8)

8 Mathew 2: 1–2, 6th January (8)

9 Andrew was partly responsible as he 
sketched it (4)

11 Take offence in the shadows (7)

14 Ivo goes to Cuba to sleep in the open (7)

16 Reparation note meant to win over (9)

17 Encouragement given to suit slum  
demolition (8)

18 Actively urge it in earnest to show  
curiosity (8)

20 Leaves reference if oral accord upheld (6)

21 Remain to support the mast (4)

23 Some Zulu narrates stories determined  
by the moon (5)

25 See 4 down
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Welcome to our new members
ABENOJA, Norman Dela Cruz  . . . . .Lodge West 

Epping 390
ADRIANO, Christopher  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge  

Merrylands 479
AMIRTABAR, Shakib  . . . Lodge Kensington 270
BAJWA, Manbir  . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Camden 217
BAKER, Harrison . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Thespian 256
BAMBACK, Philip . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge St James 45
BANDAL, Maiko  . . . . . . . Lodge Ku-Ring-Gai 1033
BANNISTER, Aidan . . . Lodge John Williams 148
BARNES-BLACKALL, Jaye . . . . . . . .Lodge Sydney  

St George 269
BASSIL, Elie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Nepean 29
BAUTISTA, Romeo  . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Ethos 963
BILLINGSBY, Matthew . . . . . . . . . . . . . .The City of  

Wollongong Lodge 1049
BOTROS, Benjamin  . . . . . .Lodge Challenge 284
BRAMBLE, Jake . . . . . . . . Lodge Novacastria 765
BROWN, Andrew . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Artarmon  

United 285
BULLERS, Michael . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Milton 63
CAMEJO MATUTE, Bernardo . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge  

Caledonia of Canberra 938
CAVE, Bailey  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Kirrawee 903
CHAMAA, Youcha . . . . . . The Cedars Lodge 1041
CHOWDHURY, Rahul  . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Ionic 65
CINENSE, Arcadio . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Blacktown  

Kildare 393
CO, Joshua . . . . Lodge University of Sydney 544
COOPER, James  . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Antiquity 1
CORAM, Justin  . . . . . Tweed Daylight Lodge 136
DAVIDSON, Robert  . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Scone 183

DE MARCO, Luca . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Galileo 1019
DELA PENA, Reginald . . . . . . . .Lodge Dubbo 906
DI MARIA, Tony . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Ethos 963
DIALLO, Kwanele  . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Capitol 612
DOHERTY, David  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Como 738
DURICH, Grant . . . . . . . The Glen Innes Lodge 44
EDGE, Leon . . . . . . . . . . . .The City of Wollongong  

Lodge 1049
ESPINOSA, Leo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Australian Lodge  

of Fidelity 101
FARNWORTH, Joe  . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Benjamin  

Pryor 709
FERMIN, Paolo . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Honour 1054
FIERRO, Edgar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Galileo 1019
FLYNN, Michael . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Camden 217
FONSECA, Alexander . . . . . . . . Lodge Antiquity 1
FONSECA, Felipe . . . . Lodge Middle Harbour 85
FROKNULF, Kylfa . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Antiquity 1
GANDOLFO, Giuseppe . . . . . . Lodge Galileo 1019
GEORGIADIS, Konstantin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge  

Germania 1036
GIGANTE, Jefferson . . . . .Lodge Merrylands 479
GIRKIN, Andrew . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Wyong  

Tuggerah Lakes 247
GOODE, Thomas . . . . . . Lodge Ku-Ring-Gai 1033
GUERRERO, Hamilton . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Rudyard  

Kipling 143
HALL, Leo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Namoi 207
HAMILTON, Reece . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Ethos 963
HATCH, Liam  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Warringah 83
HIJAZI, Issam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Antiquity 1
HIONIS, Michael  . . . . . . . .Lodge Jerusalem 1056

Congratulations to our masons 

70
JOHNS, Kevin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge St David  

and St John 180
LEWIS, Ernest . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Queanbeyan  

St Andrew 56
RICHARDS, Russell OAM  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge 

Commonwealth  
of Australia 633

60
BOCK, Kenneth OAM . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge West  

Epping 390
DOWLING, Gary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Mayfield  

Daylight 493
EATHER, Richard . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Namoi 207
EVANS, Errol . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Queanbeyan  

St Andrew 56
HUGO, Brian . . . Australian Lodge of Fidelity 101

McMARTIN, Anthony . . . . . . . . . Lodge St David  
and St John 180

50
ALLBUT, John . . . . . .Lodge Bathurst United 79

BROWN, Gordon . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Trinity 666

GREGORY, Robert . . . . . . . . Lodge Queanbeyan  
St Andrew 56

IRELAND, Brian  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge St George  
and St Andrew 7

LILLY, Richard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Sir Joseph  
Banks 300

PEPERDY, Warren . . . . . . . .Lodge Burnside 729

PETERSON, Barry . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Farrer 93

ROBEY, Raymond . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Bathurst  
United 79

SHEPHERD, Gordon . . . . . . . Lodge Dubbo 906

WILIE, Paul . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge West Epping 390

YEARS  
SERVICE

YEARS  
SERVICE

YEARS  
SERVICE

Service Certificates and Initiates United Grand Lodge of NSW & ACT

HOLLAND, Nathan  . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Bathurst  
United 79

INGLIS, Mark . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Picton 258
ISSA, Elie. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Picton 258
JAMISON, Luke . . . . . . . . . Lodge Commonwealth  

of Australia 633
JENKINS, Andrew . . . . . . . . . . .The Central Coast  

Lodge 2001
KNOWLES, Michael . . . . . . . .Lodge Warringah 83
LAUDICINA, Giovanni . . . . Lodge Balgowlah 392
LEFKDITIS, Nicholas  . . . . . . . . .Lodge Ethos 963
LEGASPI, Renan  . . . . . . . . . Lodge Education 814
MAUDLIN, Ben  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge University  

of Sydney 544
McCARRON, Scott . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Namoi 207
McFADYEN, Warren  . . . . . . . Lodge Courallie 235
McSORLEY, Michael . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Artarmon  

United 285
MOURAD, Adam  . . . .Lodge Rudyard Kipling 143
MURRAY, David  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Bland 337
NAHAS, Badreddin . . . . . .Lodge Sutherland 585
NASALO, Ananaisa . . . . . Lodge Mark Owen 828
PABLO JR, Servillano  . . . . . . . . Lodge Blacktown  

Kildare 393
PALMA, John. . . .The United Lodge of Sydney 11
PEDAVOLI, Aldo  . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Galileo 1019
PEREZ, Ramonchito  . . . . . . Lodge Honour 1054
PILLET, Benoit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Caledonia  

of Canberra 938
PINIERA, Elmerio  . . . . . . . . Lodge Education 814
SALSANO, Bianco . . . . . . . . . . . . Australian Lodge 

of Harmony 5
SALVADOR, Elitro . . . Lodge Lake Macquarie 243
SANTOS, Chris . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Dubbo 906
SCHURE, Adam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Gowrie  

of Canberra 715
SCULL, Adrian . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Sutherland 585
SEN, Omer . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Bulli Thirroul 1040
SLACKSMITH, Rowland . . . . . . Lodge Namoi 207
SMITH, Liam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Ethos 963
SON, Juhyun . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Miguel  

De Cervantes 1038
THEODOSIOU, George . . . . . Lodge Caledonia Of 

Canberra 938
TSOUMAS, Konstantinos  . . . . . . . Lodge Hellenic 

Arcadia 177
VALENCIA, Jimmy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Gowrie  

of Canberra 715
VIERNES, Mark . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Queanbeyan  

St Andrew 56
VIRAY, Jake . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lodge Merrylands 479
WANG, Joe Chih-Heng  . . . . . . . . . . . The Schools  

Lodge 639
WATSON-SMITH, Iain  . . Lodge Commonwealth  

of Australia 633
WILLIAMS, Tyler . . . . . . . .Lodge Wyong Tuggerah  

Lakes 247
WOODRUFF, Brett  . . . Lodge Leeton-Yanco 313
YEKTA, Babak . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Alpha 970
YOUSSEF, Anthony . . . . . . . . . . Lodge Nepean 29
ZEBALLOS, Andrew . . . . . . . . . .The Central Coast  

Lodge 2001



Share a smile, a story, your time
RFBI has an amazing 
team of volunteers who 
generously spend time with 
our residents, providing 
companionship, teaching 
new skills, assisting with 
outings and so much more. 

We love variety and 
providing opportunities to 
learn and welcome new 
ideas to entertain our 
residents. 

If you are interested in joining 
our team of volunteers and 
making a positive impact on 
the lives of our residents, please 
contact your local Village or 
email us at volunteer@rfbi.com.au  

Please contact RFBI Ambassador, 
Ray Vickers, for more information 
on 0417 895 191 or visit  
rfbi.com.au to find out more 
about our Villages.

Become a volunteer Make a difference

Over 30 years in 
the legal profession
My talented team of 13 people can help you with any legal matter.

Liability Limited by a Scheme Approved Under Professional Standards Legislation

Call: 1300 999 099  Email: dion@auslex.com.au  Web: www.auslex.com.au

SYDNEY | LIVERPOOL | CAMDEN | WOLLONGONG | MELBOURNE

Dr Dion Accoto... Prof Dion Accoto...
I prefer you call me:

Bro Dion Accoto
Solicitor & Barrister 



Masonicare in action!
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